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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The work "Envisioning Viksit Bharat 2047: An Exploratory Study of Select
Teachings from Kautilya's Arthashastra™ delves into the timeless relevance of
Kautilya's political philosophy as articulated in the Arthashastra, in shaping India’s
ambitious vision of becoming a developed nation by the year 2047. This research is
particularly pertinent given the Government of India’s objective for Viksit Bharat
2047, which embodies a multi-dimensional transformation toward economic
prosperity and social welfare, reflecting principles that Kautilya expounded centuries

ago.

The study explores the relevance of ancient Indian political philosophy,
particularly Kautilya's Arthashastra, to India's vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. The aim
is to transform the nation into a developed state by its centennial of independence.
The principles of economic prosperity and social welfare align with ancient Indian
political philosophy, particularly in the Arthashastra attributed to Kautilya

(Chanakya).

The Arthashastra emphasizes efficient resource management, fair and
equitable taxation, and promotion of trade and industry as vital components of
economic prosperity. It advocates for policies that enhance productivity and ensure
financial stability, recognizing that economic strength is crucial for the overall well-
being of the state. In today's context, these principles align well with India's goals for

Viksit Bharat 2047.



Economic development is not just about increasing GDP but ensuring
inclusive and sustainable growth. India's economy is experiencing consistent growth,
leading to higher GDP and per capita income. Per capita income is estimated to
increase substantially, reaching USD 4667 by 2030 and USD 21,000 by 2047. This
growth is expected to stimulate consumer demand, boost the industry sector, and spur
private investments. The agriculture sector in India, contributing 20% to total GDP in
FY23 and employing 55% of the population, is projected to contribute 12% to GDP
by FY 2047. The industrial sector contribution to GDP is expected to reach to 34% by
FY 2047. Within industry, manufacturing sector contribution to GDP is expected to
reach to 25% by FY 2047 while the services sector contribution in GDP is expected to

remain stable at around 54% by FY 2047.*

This involves enhancing infrastructure, fostering innovation, creating jobs,
and maintaining a stable macroeconomic environment. India's diverse economy, with
strengths in sectors such as information technology, pharmaceuticals, and

manufacturing, provides a solid foundation for achieving these goals.

In the context of Viksit Bharat 2047, the emphasis on economic development
is paramount. The Indian government has set ambitious targets for GDP growth,
infrastructure development, and job creation. By drawing on Kautilya's principles,
India can develop inclusive policies that address the needs of marginalized

communities and ensure that the benefits of development are shared by all.

! PHD Chambers’ Viewpoint. (2024). In PHDCCI. https://www.phdcci.in/wp-
content/uploads/2024/04/Viksit-Bharat@Z047-A-Blueprint-of-Micro-and-Macro-
Economic-Dynamics.pdf



Viksit Bharat 2047 is a transformative agenda aimed at enabling every citizen
to actively participate in the economy, contributing to national progress. The
government focuses on creating world-class infrastructure, including investments in
transportation and connectivity, to enhance living standards for all. Social welfare is
prioritized, with an emphasis on expanding social security, healthcare provisions, and
educational opportunities to promote inclusivity. Climate issues are addressed through
green initiatives and renewable energy use, while technology is harnessed to improve

efficiency and transparency in governance.

Programs like PRASHAD and Swadesh Darshan aim to honor India's diverse
cultural identity. Specific goals have been identified to guide India towards its vision
for 2047, including achieving a robust economy with high per capita income,
enhanced GDP, and significant contributions from sectors like manufacturing,

services, and agriculture.

Central to the Arthashastra is the notion that a vibrant economy is foundational
to a strong state. Kautilya’s insights on resource management, equitable taxation, and
the enhancement of trade and industry emerge as essential strategies that align with
contemporary goals for economic development. This study asserts that economic
growth must extend beyond mere increases in GDP; it must entail inclusive and
sustainable development, addressing infrastructure improvement, job creation by
fostering innovation. India’s varied economic landscape, bolstered by robust sectors
such as information technology and manufacturing, presents significant opportunities

for leveraging Kautilya's principles.

Xi



Developing world-class infrastructure, particularly in transportation, energy,
and digital connectivity, is crucial. Quality education is accessible to all, with skill
development programs enhancing skill development to adapt to changing job market
demands. Universal healthcare access involves improving health infrastructure and
focusing on preventive healthcare and mental health services. Promoting sustainable
practices and addressing climate change challenges is critical for environmental

protection and sustainability.

Further, social welfare is a critical theme within the Arthashastra, with
Kautilya emphasizing the state’s obligation to safeguard the well-being of its citizens.
The teachings advocate for policies that prioritize social justice, access to education,
healthcare, and equal opportunities, which resonate with India’s current commitments
to reduce poverty, bridge the urban-rural divide, and promote gender equality. By
integrating Kautilya's philosophies, the study posits that India can formulate inclusive
policies that meet the unique needs of marginalized groups, ensuring equitable

distribution of development benefits.

Gender equality and empowering women to participate fully in the workforce
and leadership roles are pivotal goals. Fostering a culture of innovation and
supporting advanced technologies across all sectors is essential for national progress.
Strengthening social welfare programs to address poverty and ensure equal

opportunities for marginalized communities is essential for an equitable society.

The government is dedicated to preserve and promote India's rich cultural

Xii



heritage while fostering unity in the country's diversity. Positioning India as a key
player on the global stage is crucial, with a focus on enhancing its influence in

diplomacy, trade, and sustainable development.

The Arthashastra by Kautilya, a writing that has been extensively studied in
terms of statecraft, politics, economy, military strategy, and other subjects, has been
used as an instrumental element for social, economic, and political dimension in this

study.

This findings of the study serves as a roadmap for academics and
policymakers alike, highlighting the intrinsic value of ancient wisdom in guiding
modern governance strategies aimed at realizing a prosperous and equitable Viksit

Bharat by 2047.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

I & Rraaf sraifor 7 a9k, 7 i e Rivwr wfaw= g@ g

“Success is achieved through effort, not merely by desire. Just as a deer does not
enter the mouth of a sleeping lion."
- Hitopadesha

1.1 Background

The journey of India towards its aspirations for development has been marked
by a continuous evolution in governance, economic strategies, and social policies. As
the country approaches the centenary of its independence in 2047, the Government of
India has articulated a vision known as Viksit Bharat 2047 (Developed India 2047).
This initiative aims to establish India as a fully developed nation, enhancing the
quality of life for its citizens while ensuring sustainable economic growth and social

equity.

Kautilya, also known as Chanakya, was an ancient Indian philosopher,
economist, and statesman whose teachings are enshrined in the Arthashastra, a
seminal text on statecraft, economics, and military strategy composed in the 4th
century BCE. The Arthashastra provides a comprehensive view of governance,
focusing on numerous facets like the administration, economic policies, public
welfare, and diplomatic strategies. The relevance of Kautilya’s teachings has endured
through the ages, offering insightful principles that can be effectively applied to

contemporary governance and development strategies.

The study “Envisioning Viksit Bharat 2047 : An exploratory study of select



teachings from Kautilya’s Arthashastra” explores the relevance of ancient Indian
political philosophy, as outlined in the Arthashastra, to the modern vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047, which the Govt. of India aims to create as a developed India by 2047.
India’s vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 aims to transform the nation into a developed
state by its centennial of independence. At the core of this transformation are the
principles of economic prosperity and social welfare, both of which find resonances in
ancient Indian political philosophy, particularly in the Arthashastra attributed to
Kautilya (Chanakya). The Arthashastra underscores the importance of a robust and
stable economy as the foundation of a strong state. Kautilya emphasized efficient
resource management, fair and equitable taxation, and the promotion of trade and
industry as vital components of economic prosperity. He advocated for policies that
enhance productivity and ensure the financial stability of the kingdom, recognizing
that economic strength is crucial for the overall well-being of the state. In today's
context, these principles align well with India's goals for Viksit Bharat 2047.
Economic development is not just about increasing GDP but ensuring that growth is
inclusive and sustainable. This involves a multi-faceted approach that includes
enhancing infrastructure, fostering innovation, creating jobs, and maintaining a stable
macroeconomic environment. India’'s diverse economy, with its strengths in sectors
such as information technology, pharmaceuticals, and manufacturing, provides a solid
foundation for achieving these goals. In the context of Viksit Bharat 2047, the
emphasis on economic development is paramount. The Indian government has set
ambitious targets for GDP growth, infrastructure development, and job creation. The
study would research if drawing on Kautilya's principles, can India adopt strategies
that promote economic stability and ensure that the benefits of growth are equitably

distributed among all sections of society.



In fact, Kautilya's treatise also places a strong emphasis on social welfare,
highlighting the state's responsibility to ensure the well-being of its citizens. The
Arthashastra advocates for policies that protect the vulnerable, promote social justice,
and provide equal opportunities for all. This includes ensuring access to education,
healthcare, and social services, as well as creating a society where everyone can
thrive. In the context of Viksit Bharat 2047, social welfare remains a critical goal. The
Indian government is committed to reducing poverty, bridging the urban-rural divide,
and promoting gender equality. By incorporating the teachings of the Arthashastra,
India can develop inclusive policies that address the needs of marginalized

communities and ensure that the benefits of development are shared by all.

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 seeks to create a developed and inclusive
India by 2047. By drawing on the ancient wisdom of the Arthashastra, particularly its
focus on economic prosperity and social welfare, India can implement strategies that
ensure sustainable and equitable growth. As the nation embarks on this journey, the
timeless principles of Kautilya's political philosophy can provide valuable guidance
for building a strong and resilient future. Al driven expert systems like E-Kautilya, E-
Chanakya, E-Manu will drive a transformation in governance. Expert systems like
E-Acharya, E-Guru and E-Vaid will drive the transformation in education, skilling,
and health services. It is envisioned that a Hybrid (Phygital) architecture which
marries India’s vast human resources to a pervasive digital infrastructure to accelerate
structural transformation and inclusive growth. Government will ensure the provision
of hard & soft infrastructure to every habitation in India, develop a policy structure
that creates competitive markets in which private entrepreneurs can innovate and

thrive, and a welfare system that protects the weak & vulnerable while giving ample



scope for civil society to provide a multiplicity of non-marketable services.>.

1.2 Relevance of Kautilya's Arthashastra

The central tenet of Kautilyan philosophy underscores the significance of a
prosperous and secure state, emphasizing the creation of wealth through trade and
resource management. He placed a strong emphasis on the welfare of citizens,
advocating for a balance between the ruler's authority and societal justice. Kautilya's
pragmatic approach delineates a roadmap through which India can address the
multifaceted challenges of governance, economic disparity, and social justice as it

aspires for a developed status by 2047.

As India navigates the complexities of the 21st century, it faces issues such as
poverty, unemployment, inequality, and environmental degradation. Kautilya’s
insights into governance, administrative efficiency, and societal welfare present a
valuable framework for addressing these challenges. His strategies for wealth creation
and trade can guide economic policy, while his emphasis on social welfare can help
ensure that development is inclusive and equitable. The dual focus on economic
development and social justice in the Arthashastra aligns well with the goals of Viksit

Bharat 2047.

1.3 Purpose of the Dissertation

This dissertation explores how Kautilya's teachings from the Arthashastra can be
applied to the Government of India’s vision for Viksit Bharat 2047. The research

focuses on the following key areas:

2 Virmani, A. (2024). Viksit Bharat: Unshackling Job Creators and Empowering
Growth Drivers. https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-
07/WP_Viksit_Bharat_2024-July-19.pdf



e Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of governance through Kautilyan
principles.

o Applying Kautilya's economic policies to achieve sustainable development.

o Drawing lessons from Kautilya's social welfare policies to inform social
development initiatives.

e Analyzing how Kautilyan teachings can support India in improving its global

standing.

« Evaluating the goals and objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047 and strategies to

achieve sustainable growth.

By addressing these questions, this study provides a comprehensive overview of
how ancient wisdom can inform modern governance and development strategies in

India.

1.4 Importance of the Study

The intersection of ancient wisdom and contemporary governance presents an
innovative approach to address current challenges faced by India. By revisiting
Kautilya's Arthashastra, this study emphasizes the potential of historical insights to
inform practice and policy in the modern context. As India aspires to become a
developed nation, integrating these principles can enhance strategies for sustainable

growth, social cohesion, and strengthening India’s position in the global arena.



1.5 Research Problem

The instrumental problem of the study has been to trace the relevance and
significance of the teachings and recommendations of Kautilya’s Arthashastra
towards the achievement goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 as also envisaged by the Govt.

of India.

1.6 Research Objectives

The study has been conducted keeping in view the following objectives :

@) To study the roadmap, goals & objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047,

(b) To map the principles and arrive at an analogy between Kautilya’s
Arthashastra and Viksit Bharat 2047, and

(©) To suggest principles of Arthashastra towards accelerating Viksit

Bharat’s progress.

1.7 Methodology

The objectives and goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 as laid down by the Govt. of
India would be aligned, mapped and co-related with the various teachings and
recommendations of the Arthashastra. The research design would be descriptive and
exploratory. The research strategy has followed a mixed method approach. The
research methodology comprises of Content Analysis, Trend Analysis and Descriptive
Analysis. Viksit Bharat model and the chapters of Arthashastra have been studied and

content analysis exercised. Finally, doable and actionable recommendations have



been worked out.

1.8 Hypothesis

The Kautilya’s Arthashastra and its teachings and recommendations is one of
the most studied and analysed subject by various academicians and research scholars
alike and Governments towards its relevance in successful administration, public
economy, policy making and citizen centric governance. Innumerable publications,
research papers, books and articles have been written on this public administration,
public policy and citizen centric subjects and the relevance of Kautilya’s Arthashastra.
However, the Viksit Bharat 2047 and its goals and objectives has been laid down by
the Govt. of India recently. Hence there exists a research gap of the relevance of the
Arthashastra’s teachings and recommendations towards achievement of the goals and
objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047. In view of the research gap, this study has examined

the following hypothesis.

(a) Primary Hypothesis (H1).

“ The teachings and recommendations provided by Kautilya’s Arthashastra is
significant and relevant towards the achievement the objectives and goals of

Viksit Bharat 2047 as envisioned by the Govt of India”.

(b) Null Hypothesis (HO)

“ The teachings and recommendations provided by Kautilya’s Arthashastra



has no significance and not relevant towards the achievement the objectives

and goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 as envisioned by the Govt of India”.

1.9 Research Questions

Govt. of India has envisioned the implementation of various initiatives and
measures towards the achievement of its goals of Viksit Bharat by 2047. The study is
important to analyse and evaluate the teachings and recommendations of Kautilya’s
Arthashastra towards its relevance as a guide to achieve the objectives of Viksit

Bharat 2047. The with some potential research questions such as:

@) How can Arthashastra help Govt. of India enhance efficiency and
effectiveness of governance ?

(b) How can Arthashastra’s economic principles be applied to achieve
sustainable development in India?

(©) What lessons can be drawn from Arthashastra’s social welfare policies
towards Viksit Bharat 2047's social development initiatives?

(d) How can teachings of Arthashastra contribute to India reach a higher
global position ?

(e) What are the goals and objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047 and its

strategy to achieve sustainable goals?

1.10 Rationale of the Study

Kautilya's ideas has been investigated on how the following can inform and

enhance the implementation of Viksit Bharat 2047.



@ Economic development (Arthashastra’s emphasis on wealth creation
and trade).
(b) Social welfare (Arthashastra’s focus on the well-being of citizens and

Social justice.



Chapter 2

Review of Literature

To develop an academic foundation of the study, relevant review of literature
has been conducted. The secondary sources have provided a framework on which
theorization with update is proposed. The study has meticulously estimated the

writings of the authors to ensure comprehensiveness and inclusivity in the study.

2.1  The review of literature was undertaken to analyse the subject. The
Arthashastra by Kautilya is a writing which has been probably the most studied
subject in terms of statecraft, politics, economy, military strategy apart from
infrastructure, internal and external matters of state. It also discusses various other
subjects such as the role of the king, laws, taxation, ethics and morality (Kautilya, 4™
Century BCE). The Arthashastra has also been utilised as a landscape for social,
economic and political dimension research focusing on its insights into social
structures, political strategies and economic principles with the interconnectedness of

ethical considerations (Ray, 2020).

Various international scholars have also analysed the Arthashastra for its
science of wealth and explored ancient Indian economic and political thought,
particularly the work attributed to Kautilya with dwelving into a comparative analysis
and historical context of economic principles, political strategy, ethics and morality
(Trautmann, 2016). Certain scholars have analysed the intricate relationship between

the kingship, governance, legal frameworks as articulated in Arthashastra, including

10



economic management, moral and ethical considerations and diplomacy (Kautilya &

Olivelle, 2016).

Social welfare and cultural foundation have been a critical area of the
discussions of Arthashastra. Explorations of historical and cultural foundations of
Indian statecraft as influenced by Kautilya’s teachings brings out the cultural context
of statecraft, pragmatic governance, diplomatic strategies, economic foundations apart
from continuity and change (Kamal, 2023). Similarly economic governance is another
focus area of Arthashastra’s teachings which has been examined through economic
principles and public finance strategies comprehensively discussing economic
framework, taxation principles, resource allocation, public expenditure management

and role of advisors (Bhat, 2023).

2.2 Govt. of India towards the Viksit Bharat 2047 has also identified certain goals
and objectives which are the end state which is proposed to be achieved by 2047
focussing on various aspects comprehensively covering agriculture, employment,
human resource development, manufacturing, urban development, energy security,
infrastructure, research and development and next generation reforms (PM Launches

“Viksit Bharat @2047: Voice of Youth,”, 2023).

While the above review of literature was carried out, the various research gaps
emerged. While the Arthashastra teachings covered various aspects of governance and
statecraft, politics, economic and cultural aspects including ethics and morality, its
relevance towards successfully achieving the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 as laid down

by the Govt of India remained to be researched. The other gaps which emerged during

11



the literature review were cultural influences, role of women, modern applications,
cross cultural comparisons and impact on contemporary policies. Some of the other
research gaps which were also noticeable were the comparative governance models,
role of subordinate officials, gender dynamics, and application of technological

evolution, economic governance and impact of globalisation.

12



Chapter 3

Kautilya’s Arthashasthra

THE KING WHo/ s
TO ALL PECR;

: BENT ON DOING Gox
0D
PLEWILL ENJOY THE EARTH UNOPpOSED,

KAUTILYA
The Arthashastra

For a study of public administration in India, one would need to go back to the
Mauryan Empire (300-200 B.C.E.), where it was detailed at length in Kautilya’s
Arthashastra. Kautilya was the advisor and chief minister to the first Mauryan
Emperor, Chandragupta. The Arthashastra became the first manual on statecraft and
proper management of an empire. The empire was well-governed (Gupta, 2019, p. 2).
Kautilya’s Arthashastra is a seminal text that encapsulates a wide array of knowledge
pertinent to the governance, economics, and strategy of a state. This chapter aims to delve

deeper into Kautilya's insights, demonstrating their modern relevance and applicability to

India’s ambition of becoming a developed nation by 2047.

3.1 Core Teachings of Arthashastra

13



1. Politics and Governance

(@) The Role of the Ruler

Kautilya, also known as Chanakya, posits that a ruler’s wisdom is paramount.
He should be well-versed in various fields such as economics, military

strategy, and diplomacy, enabling informed decision-making.

The ethical conduct of a ruler is crucial; Kautilya argues that integrity fosters
trust among citizens. However, he also acknowledges that a ruler may need to

employ cunning and strategy to navigate the complexities of governance.

Attributes such as intelligence, strategic foresight, and an aptitude for
decision-making are essential for effective governance. Kautilya emphasizes
that a ruler must adapt to changing circumstances and possess the ability to

foresee potential challenges.

(b) The Mandate of the State

The state’s primary objective is to ensure the welfare and stability of its
citizens. Kautilya asserts that a government must be responsive and
accountable to the needs of its populace.

Ensuring prosperity, security, and happiness is not merely a goal but a
mandate that justifies the existence of the state. Kautilya believes that a ruler
must prioritize the common good and engage with citizens to understand their

needs.

14



(c) Use of Diplomacy

Diplomacy is deemed essential for managing relationships with other states.
Kautilya advocates a pragmatic approach, advising rulers to form alliances,

negotiate treaties, and engage in diplomacy based on the state's interests.

He outlines six methods of diplomacy: peace (maintaining friendly relations),
war (engaging in conflict when necessary), neutrality (staying uninvolved),
alliance (forming partnerships), division (creating rifts among enemies), and
deception (using cunning tactics to gain advantage). This multifaceted

approach allows rulers to navigate complex political landscapes effectively.

2. Economics

(a) Economic Policy

Kautilya provides a comprehensive framework for state economics, focusing
on taxation, trade, and agricultural management. He emphasizes that taxation
should be fair and just, balancing the need for state revenue with the economic

well-being of the populace.

The sustainability of the economy relies on a taxation system that does not

overburden citizens, thereby fostering economic growth and stability.

(b) Regulation of Trade and Markets

The Arthashastra underscores the importance of regulating markets to
prevent monopolistic practices and ensure fair pricing. Kautilya highlights the
role of the state in maintaining market equilibrium, which is essential for

economic health.

15



e He advocates for government intervention to control prices of essential goods,

ensuring availability and preventing exploitation during times of scarcity.

(c) Resource Allocation.

o Efficient management and allocation of resources are vital for a prosperous
state. Kautilya advises that resources should be utilized judiciously, with a
focus on infrastructure development such as irrigation systems and trade
routes, which are critical for enhancing agricultural productivity and

facilitating commerce.

e He also emphasizes the importance of investing in public works to stimulate

economic activity and improve the quality of life for citizens.

3. Society and Welfare

(a) Social Hierarchy and Stratification

o Kautilya acknowledges the existing social structures but advocates for
opportunities based on merit and capability rather than solely on birth. This
approach aims to create a more equitable society where individuals can rise

based on their abilities.

e He recognizes that social stability is essential for governance and suggests that

the state should work to ensure that all classes feel represented and valued.

(b) State and Welfare

e The Arthashastra posits that the state has a crucial role in promoting the
welfare of its citizens. This includes upholding law and order, protecting

property rights, and providing social security and education.
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o Kautilya emphasizes that a content and secure populace is foundational for a
stable state, and thus the government must actively engage in welfare

initiatives.

(c) Importance of Education

o Education is highlighted as vital for equipping citizens with the necessary
knowledge and skills to contribute to governance and the economy. Kautilya
advocates for the establishment of educational institutions to train a competent

bureaucratic class.

o He believes that an educated populace is better able to participate in civic life

and contribute to the overall prosperity of the state.

4. Military Strategy

(@) Defence and Warfare

o Kautilya asserts that military preparedness is a cornerstone of state security.
He emphasizes the need for a strong, well-trained army capable of defending

borders and maintaining internal order.

e The ruler must prioritize defence strategies and invest in military infrastructure

and training to deter potential threats.

(b) Strategic Warfare

e The text discusses various forms of warfare, including open conflict, covert
operations, and psychological warfare. Kautilya encourages the use of

intelligence gathering to inform military decisions and strategies.
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e He advocates for a thorough understanding of the enemy’s strengths and

weaknesses, allowing for strategic advantages in conflict scenarios.

(c) Alliances and Diplomacy

Kautilya highlights the strategic use of alliances to bolster military strength.
Forming alliances with other states can enhance military capabilities and

create a deterrent against potential aggressors.

e He suggests that diplomacy should be employed to strengthen alliances and
ensure mutual defence agreements, thereby enhancing the state’s security

posture.

5. Ethics and Morality in Governance

(a) Realism vs. Idealism

o Kautilya is often regarded as a realist, advocating that the moral conduct of
rulers should not overshadow the state's stability and prosperity. He argues
that sometimes, morally ambiguous decisions may be necessary for the greater
good of the state.

e This pragmatic approach reflects an understanding of the complexities of

governance, where idealism may not always align with practical realities.

(b) Corruption and Governance

e The Arthashastra acknowledges the prevalence of corruption in governance.

Kautilya proposes mechanisms for oversight and accountability, advising

18



rulers to appoint trustworthy officials and establish governance structures that

minimize opportunities for corrupt practices.

e« He emphasizes the importance of transparency and accountability in

maintaining public trust and ensuring effective governance.

(c) The Ends Justifying the Means

e A notable teaching from Kautilya suggests that achieving the state’s objectives
may sometimes require the use of unethical means. This controversial stance
underscores the belief that the ultimate goal of welfare and stability can justify

difficult decisions.

o Kautilya’s perspective challenges traditional ethical frameworks, prompting

discussions on the balance between morality and pragmatism in governance.

6. Sustainability and Resource Management

(a) Environmental Awareness

o Kautilya underscores the necessity of sustainable resource management to
ensure the longevity of state prosperity. He advocates for the prudent use of
natural resources, including forests, water, and land, to avoid depletion and

ensure ecological balance.

e This foresight reflects an understanding of the interconnectedness of economic

stability and environmental health.

(b) _Agriculture and Fertilisation

e The text discusses agricultural practices, emphasizing the importance of

irrigation and sustainable farming methods. Kautilya advocates for
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innovations that increase crop yields, thereby achieving food security and

economic stability.

e He recognizes agriculture as the backbone of the economy and encourages

practices that enhance productivity while preserving the environment.

(c) Urban Planning

o Kautilya provides insights into the planning and organization of cities,
advocating for infrastructure that supports trade, security, and public welfare.
He emphasizes the importance of urban design in fostering economic activity

and improving the quality of life for citizens.

e His approach to urban planning includes considerations for transportation,
sanitation, and public spaces, reflecting a holistic view of societal

development.

3.2 Governance and Administration

In the realm of governance and administration, Kautilya offers a profound

analysis of statecraft principles, enabling rulers to effectively manage their realms.

Key Principles

(a) Centralized Authority. Kautilya posits that a strong centralized authority is

critical for maintaining order and ensuring effective governance. He argues that a
wise and decisive ruler can navigate complex political landscapes, make tough
decisions, and maintain stability. This central authority also acts as the primary

point of accountability, ensuring that policies are implemented effectively.
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(b) Meritocracy in Bureaucracy. Kautilya's advocacy for a merit-based

bureaucracy ensures that administrators and officials are selected based on their
abilities and experience rather than by birth. He articulates that individuals
holding positions of power must possess the requisite knowledge and skills
conducive to effective governance. This principle of meritocracy is aimed at
eliminating corruption and inefficiency, allowing for a more responsive and

responsible administration.

(c) Public Servants' Responsibilities. According to Kautilya, public servants are

stewards of the state, entrusted with the welfare of its citizens. They must act in
the public's interest, demonstrate integrity, and adhere to ethical standards. He
emphasizes accountability by suggesting that officials be subject to oversight
mechanisms to prevent mismanagement of resources and abuse of power. This
early model of accountability can inform modern governance frameworks aiming

to build public trust.

Modern Application

e In the context of Viksit Bharat 2047, Kautilyan principles can guide the
restructuring of India’'s administrative apparatus. By prioritizing meritocracy,
the government can enhance efficiency and service delivery. Establishing clear
accountability measures and transparency in governance processes can also

help restore trust in public institutions, fostering civic engagement.

3.3 Economic Policies

Kautilya’s economic thought is practical, encompassing aspects necessary for

fostering a robust economy.
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Key Economic Concepts

(@) Wealth Creation. For Kautilya, the primary goal of a state's economic policy

is wealth creation to ensure its stability and prosperity. He argues that the state
should actively support and facilitate trade, agriculture, and industry as
foundational pillars. By creating an environment conducive to growth,

governments can enhance their revenue and improve the welfare of citizens.

(b) Taxation Framework. Kautilya emphasizes a balanced approach to taxation,

advocating for a structure where taxes are fair yet sufficient to meet the needs of
the state. He analyzes various methods of taxation, suggesting that the tax burden
should be proportionate to the wealth of the citizens, thus preventing economic
dislocation. He also discusses the automation of tax collection processes and the

need for accountability among tax officials.

(c) Resource Management. Kautilya highlights the necessity of optimal resource

utilization. He details that all resources—Iland, labor, and capital—should be
leveraged efficiently to achieve maximum output. He suggests diversifying
economic activities to mitigate risk and encourages investments in infrastructure

that enhance trade and agriculture, such as roads and irrigation systems.

Modern Application

o Integrating Kautilya’s economic principles into contemporary policy can
facilitate sustainable and inclusive growth. By emphasizing wealth creation
through active state involvement in the economy, India can stimulate sectors

that promote job creation and innovation. Tax reforms inspired by Kautilyan
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concepts can optimize state revenues, ensuring that they are used effectively

for public welfare and infrastructure development.

3.4 Public Welfare

Kautilya places significant emphasis on public welfare, perceiving it as crucial

for a flourishing state.

Key Welfare Principles

(a) Social Justice. Kautilya warns against the concentration of wealth and power,
advocating for policies that promote equity. He believes that a ruler must cater to
the needs of all societal segments, particularly those who are less privileged. By
fostering a sense of social justice, rulers can ensure loyalty and stability within the

state.

(b) Infrastructure Development. Infrastructure is considered a fundamental

component for economic activity and societal well-being. Kautilya encourages the
development of physical structures such as roads, marketplaces, and irrigation
canals that facilitate trade and agriculture. He recognizes that robust infrastructure
not only enhances economic output but also contributes to the quality of life for

citizens.

(c) Health and Education. Kautilya understands the importance of health and

education in promoting societal welfare. While he focuses on practical education
that directly serves the state's needs, he also recognizes the role of public health
initiatives in maintaining a productive society. By ensuring access to basic
healthcare and education, the state can elevate the overall standard of living and

promote social stability.
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Modern Application

The emphasis on public welfare is increasingly relevant in contemporary
discourse around development. Policies aiming to address disparities and improve
access to essential services can benefit from Kautilyan principles. Additional
investment in infrastructure and social services can create a solid foundation for

sustainable development, supporting the objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047.

3.5 Security and Defence

Security is a cornerstone of Kautilyan thought, integral to the stability and

prosperity of the state.

Key Security Concepts

(a) Strategic Defence. Kautilya advocates for a well-defined military strategy,

underscoring the need for a prepared and disciplined defence force to deter both
internal and external threats. He stresses the importance of evaluating and
responding to geopolitical dynamics that could affect national security. This
includes strong intelligence operations, which provide valuable information for

decision-making.

(b) Diplomacy. He emphasizes the use of diplomacy as a tool for statecraft,
suggesting that building alliances and managing relationships with neighboring
states can help secure peace and promote trade. Kautilya’s diplomatic strategies
advocate for adaptability and pragmatism, urging rulers to negotiate from a

position of strength and to understand the motives of other states.
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Modern Application

In light of current geopolitical dynamics, Kautilya’s teachings can inform
India’s national security strategy. A robust defence, while fostering diplomatic
relationships, can help enhance India's position on the global stage. Additionally,
integrating these principles into international relations can facilitate peace, promote

trade partnerships, and ensure regional stability.

3.6 Sustainable Development

Kautilya’s approach suggests an awareness of sustainable practices, framing

economic growth within environmental parameters.

Key Sustainable Practices

(a) Responsible Resource Use. Kautilya promotes the idea that the state must

manage its natural resources carefully, advocating for practices that prevent their
depletion. He discusses the significance of forests, water resources, and land
management in ensuring long-term sustainability, arguing that short-term gains

must not come at the cost of future generations.

(b) Balance between Economic Growth and Environmental Health. Kautilya
suggests that economic activities should align with the environmental context,
advocating for practices that maintain ecological balance. He recognizes that
public welfare is interlinked with environmental well-being, arguing for
sustainable agricultural practices to enhance food security without degrading the

land.
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Modern Application

In the context of global climate change and sustainability goals, incorporating
Kautilyan insights can guide India's approach to sustainable development. Policies
that promote responsibility in resource use and encourage sustainable agricultural
practices can support environmental stewardship and ensure resilience against

climate impacts.

3.7 Education and Skill Development

Kautilya acknowledges education as a pivotal element in societal

advancement.

Key Educational Insights

(@ Investment in Knowledge. Kautilya stresses that education serves as a

critical foundation for personal and communal prosperity. He advocates for
systematic educational frameworks that impart practical skills necessary for
governance and management, recognizing that an educated populace is vital for

state function.

(b) Lifelong Learning. The need for adaptability in learning and skill acquisition

is another theme in Kautilyan thought. He highlights that individuals should
pursue continuous education to remain relevant and effective, aligning personal

development with the state's needs.

Modern Application

These insights can inform current educational reforms aimed at bolstering skill

development and employability. By focusing on practical, skill-based education that
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responds to labor market demands, India can cultivate a workforce capable of driving
innovation and economic growth, which is essential for achieving the goals of Viksit

Bharat 2047.

Kautilya’s Arthashastra offers a rich repository of knowledge that remains
relevant to contemporary governance and policy formulation. Through the
examination of governance, economic policies, public welfare, security, sustainable
development, and education, this chapter elucidates how Kautilyan principles can
guide India’s path to becoming a developed nation by 2047. As policymakers seek to
address the complex challenges of the 21st century, the integration of ancient wisdom

into modern strategies can pave the way for sustainable growth and societal stability.
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Chapter 4
Viksit Bharat 2047

'TEAM INDIA® MUST WORK
FOR "VIKSIT BHARAT 2047 PM MODI

"Today, every institution and every individual should move with a resolution that
every effort and act will be for Viksit Bharat. The aim of your goals, your
resolutions should be only one — Developed India™.

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi

4.1  The Viksit Bharat Vision 2047 is a strategy framework for the achievement
of India the status of a world leader in technology, business, education, and
sustainability. This is a standalone development strategy that satisfies the conditions

of a developed, modern country.

Impressive Statistics That Define the Vision

(@) India’s economy is projected to grow at a compound annual growth
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rate (CAGR) of 7% to reach the target by 2047 - that of $40 trillion.?

Figure 1 : Size of the Economy (USD Trillion)
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(b) Renewable energy will form more than 50% of the country's energy
source.
(c) Poverty will decline to below 5% by 2047 * under targeted welfare

schemes.

The objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047 serve as the foundation for this
transformative agenda which include Economic Participation wherein the government
envisions enabling every citizen to actively engage in the economy, ensuring that all
individuals have the opportunity to contribute to and benefit from national progress. A
key focus is on creating world-class infrastructure that enhances the standard of living
for all. This includes significant investments in transportation and connectivity. The
initiative emphasizes social welfare, aiming to expand social security, healthcare

provisions, and educational opportunities to promote inclusivity across all segments

% $0nline, E. (2023, February 25) The Economic Times.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-will-become-a-40-trillion-economy-by-
2047-predicts-piyush-goyal/articleshow/98234164.cms?from=mdr

* ECONOMIC SURVEY 2024-25. (n.d.). https:/pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2097869®=3&lang=1
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of society. Recognizing the urgency of climate issues, the government prioritizes
promoting green initiatives and the use of renewable energy to ensure a sustainable
future. The harnessing of technology is a vital objective, with an emphasis on
improving efficiency and transparency in governance to foster citizen trust and
engagement. To honor India’s rich heritage, programs like PRASHAD (Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) and the Swadesh Darshan scheme

aim to celebrate and preserve the nation’s diverse cultural identity.

Complementing these objectives, a series of specific goals have been
identified to guide India towards its vision for 2047. The goal is to achieve a robust
economy characterized by high per capita income, enhanced GDP, and significant

contributions from sectors like manufacturing, services, and agriculture.

Figure 2 India’s Per Capita GDP (at PPP,2017 Int$) relative to China, USA, EU, World

Welfare: India's Per Capita GDPppp relative to World, EU & USA
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Developing world-class infrastructure, particularly in transportation (roads,
railways, and ports), energy (both renewable and traditional sources), and digital
connectivity, is paramount. Aiming for quality education accessible to all, this goal
includes enhancing skill development programs to adapt to the changing job market
demands. The commitment to universal healthcare access involves improving health
infrastructure and focusing on preventive healthcare and mental health services.
Promoting sustainable practices and addressing the challenges of climate change is
critical for environmental protection and sustainability. Achieving gender equality and
empowering women to participate fully in the workforce and leadership roles is a
pivotal goal. Fostering a culture of innovation and supporting the adoption of
advanced technologies across all sectors is essential for national progress.
Strengthening social welfare programs to address poverty and ensure equal
opportunities for marginalized communities is essential for an equitable society. The
government is dedicated to preserving and promoting India’s rich cultural heritage
while fostering unity in the country's diversity. Lastly, positioning India as a key
player on the global stage is crucial, with a focus on enhancing its influence in

diplomacy, trade, and sustainable development.

4.2 Overview of Viksit Bharat 2047

The Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative represents a long-term vision that aspires to
position India among the world’s leading economies and enhance the quality of life

for its citizens.
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Key Aspects

Long-term Vision. Encompassing a 25-year development trajectory, this

initiative is designed to transcend political and economic cycles. It lays the
groundwork for consistent policy formulation that aligns with national values,
aspirations, and global trends. The aim is to create a self-sustaining ecosystem

that fosters innovation, entrepreneurship, and inclusive growth.

Inclusivity. Central to Viksit Bharat 2047 is the principle of inclusivity,
ensuring that every segment of society, particularly marginalized and
underprivileged groups, is afforded equitable access to growth opportunities.
This approach recognizes the diversity of the Indian population, encouraging

participation from all communities in the national narrative of development.

Sustainability. The initiative emphasizes sustainable development as a
fundamental principle. Recognizing the challenges posed by climate change,
resource depletion, and environmental degradation, Viksit Bharat 2047
integrates sustainable practices into economic planning, ensuring that growth
does not compromise ecological integrity. This holistic approach balances
economic development with the preservation of natural resources for future

generations.

4.3 Economic Growth and Development

Economic growth showcases a critical pathway for achieving the broader
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goals of Viksit Bharat 2047, focusing on revitalizing various sectors while ensuring

that growth translates into improved living standards.

Key Economic Goals

Doubling Agriculture Output. Acknowledging that a significant portion of

the Indian population relies on agriculture, one of the initiative's key aims is to
double agricultural output by 2047. This goal necessitates the adoption of
advanced technologies, such as precision farming and biotechnology, to
enhance productivity. Improvements in irrigation systems, soil health, and
access to market information will empower farmers, helping them realize
better incomes and adopt sustainable practices. These include a scheme for
soil health cards to all the farmers, National Agriculture Market (e-NAM),
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY), and Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) which provides very low premium for farmers.”
The PMKSY scheme, launched in 2015, supports the use of micro-irrigation
technologies. The PMFBY scheme, which is a crop insurance scheme, differs
from previous schemes because the insurance premium for farmers is very

low, with obvious implications for its acceptability and take-up.

Manufacturing and Industrial Growth. Recognizing manufacturing as a key

driver of economic growth, Viksit Bharat 2047 aims to elevate India's

manufacturing sector through initiatives like the "Make in India” campaign. This

includes creating a conducive business environment for domestic and foreign

investment, streamlining regulations, ensuring access to quality infrastructure,
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and fostering innovation. The initiative also targets boosting the contribution of
the manufacturing sector to the GDP and creating millions of jobs, enabling India

to become a global manufacturing hub.

Digital Economy. The digital economy is recognized as vital for the 21st-century

economy. Viksit Bharat 2047 aims to harness technology to enhance efficiency
across sectors. This includes promoting e-governance for better service delivery,
expanding digital payment systems to include the unbanked population, and
integrating technological advances into education and healthcare. By fostering
innovation and entrepreneurship, India seeks to position itself as a leader in
technology-driven services and solutions.  This vision of next-generation
administrative reforms by the Prime Minister has been diligently translated into
reality by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG). Secretariat reforms, special campaigns, benchmarking 17 of
governance and services, redressal of public grievances and improving service
delivery, recognising meritocracy, and replication of good governance practices
formed the core of India’s good governance model. Technology adoption in the
Central Secretariat also gained significant momentum, with ASOs/SOs/Under
Secretaries undergoing reskilling in emerging technologies using i-GOT Mission
Karmayogi. The digital march of the Central Secretariat has had significant
spillover effects on attached, subordinate, and autonomous bodies, all of which
adopted e-governance practices. State Secretariats adopted e-Office, and 16,500
services were operationalised as e-Services. Strong digital platforms formed the
bulwark of the Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) push of India in the G20

deliberations as a global public good. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) emerges
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as a critical solution to these challenges. By providing essential digital services
and platforms, DPIs can accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGS) in turn achieving the Govt of India’s aim of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Figure 3 : Performance of DPIs with Reference to SDGs
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Source: The DPI approach: A playbook (United Nations Development
Programme, 2023).

India’s robust DPI ecosystem, often referred to as “India Stack,” has fostered
numerous successful businesses. Digitalonly stockbrokers utilise the identity and
payment layers of the India Stack to provide seamless onboarding experiences,
attracting a new generation of investors. The potential for innovation multiplies as the
number of DPIs increases. Imagine combining e-signatures, digital KYC (Know Your
Customer), and secure document storage platforms like DigiLocker. This opens doors
for new insurance companies to offer streamlined services without physical

interaction with customers. Additionally, the Bhashini platform, a national language

35



translation DPI, addresses communication barriers for India’s diverse population. This

fosters greater access to digital tools for underserved communities.

Modern Application

e To realize these economic objectives, policymakers can draw on Kautilya’s
principles regarding wealth creation and resource management, emphasizing
the need for prudent economic policies that stimulate activity while ensuring

efficient resource allocation.

4.4 Social Justice and Equity

Social justice is a cornerstone of Viksit Bharat 2047, recognizing that true

development is only possible in an environment of equity and inclusion.

Key Social Objectives

o Poverty Alleviation. Aiming to eradicate poverty, Viksit Bharat 2047

introduces comprehensive poverty alleviation programs that encompass not
only financial assistance but also empower citizens through education and skill
development. Social welfare schemes will focus on enhancing livelihoods
through self-employment and entrepreneurship while ensuring access to

essential services such as food, clean water, and shelter.

e Access to Education. Education is pivotal for unlocking potential. The

initiative envisions a robust education system that ensures quality learning
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outcomes for all, especially for disadvantaged groups. Strategies will focus on
increasing access to education, improving infrastructure in schools, training
teachers in innovative pedagogies, and promoting inclusive practices that cater

to the needs of differently-abled students.

Healthcare for All. Universal healthcare coverage remains a priority under

Viksit Bharat 2047. This involves expanding access to affordable healthcare
services, enhancing public health infrastructure, and ensuring availability of

medicines and vaccines.

Figure 4 : [mpact of COWIN, Aarogya Setu, and Rapid Vaccination
Drive. Source: Report on India’s digital infrastructure by NASSCOM
and Arthur D Little (2024).
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Focus will also be on preventive healthcare measures, spreading awareness
about health issues, and improving mental health services to foster a healthier

society.
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Modern Application

« Kautilyan philosophies on ethical governance can guide the implementation of
these social initiatives, emphasizing accountability, transparency, and the

moral obligation of the state to ensure the welfare of its citizens.

4.5 Infrastructure Development

Infrastructure development is vital for facilitating economic growth,
enhancing quality of life, and ensuring that communities can thrive. Viksit Bharat
2047 outlines ambitious infrastructure goals aimed at upgrading both physical and

digital assets.

Key Infrastructure Goals

o Smart Cities: The initiative recognizes the potential of smart cities to harness
technology for improving urban living conditions. This entails integrating ICT
(Information and Communications Technology) into urban planning to enhance
public services, optimize traffic management, and promote energy efficiency.
Smart cities will focus on citizen participation in governance, creating

environments that are sustainable, safe, and inclusive.

« Transport and Connectivity: Viksit Bharat 2047 prioritizes enhancing the

network of roads, railways, ports, and airports to facilitate trade and passenger

movement. Investments will target modernization of existing transport systems,
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construction of new corridors, and promotion of multimodal transport solutions.
Improved connectivity is essential for regional development, reducing logistics
costs and boosting economic activity. In the future, with the development of
significant lengths of national highways and the improvement of state highways,
greater focus will be needed to sustainably maintain these roads in the long term;
that is, to provide better-quality services to the users. Also, road safety and the
adoption of IT-enabled services are likely to receive greater attention. The
priorities are likely to be more towards the integration of multimodal
transportation, lowering costs, finding newer sources of financing, and PPP
establishing arrangements. The development of green infrastructure will also be a

focus of the future. The key sector trends and future priorities are given in below.

Table5 Priorities in the Road Sector

Key sector trends

1 2 3 - 5 6
Bharatm | Easeand | Focuson | Increase | Alternate | Emphasi
ala econom | road duseof | sources |son
Pariyoja | yof safety IT of green

na & traffic applicati | funding initiative
other moveme ons S
projects | nt

Priorities

1 2 3 - 5 6
Mainten | Focuson | Increase | Adoptio | Betterin | Adoptio
ance multimo | priority n of gcosts, [ nof

and dal on road more T explorin | environ
capacity | transpor | safety enabled | gnew ment
augment | t solution | fund friendly
ationof | integrati S sources | green
huge on and new | transpor
road PPP t
network models solution

Source: Roads and highways sector: Current trends and future
roadmap (KPMG, 2019).
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o Digital Infrastructure. Digital infrastructure underpins the transformation to

a digital economy. The initiative aims to provide high-speed internet access
across urban and rural areas, ensuring that all citizens can participate in the
digital economy. Enhancements in cyber security measures will be included to

protect national digital assets and citizen data.

Modern Application

e Drawing from Kautilya’s emphasis on optimal resource utilization, the
establishment of infrastructure should be strategically planned, ensuring

sustainability and resilience against future challenges.

4.6 Environmental Sustainability

In light of growing concerns about climate change and environmental
degradation, Viksit Bharat 2047 integrates environmental sustainability as a core

component of its framework.

Key Environmental Goals

« Sustainable Agriculture. The framework promotes agronomic practices that

protect the environment while boosting productivity. This includes organic
farming, agroforestry, and the use of eco-friendly pest control methods.
Training programs for farmers on sustainable methods will be prioritized,

along with research and investment in climate-resilient crop varieties.
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Renewable Energy. Viksit Bharat 2047 sets ambitious targets for increasing

the share of renewables in the energy mix, aiming for substantial investment in
solar, wind, and biomass energy. The initiative emphasizes developing a
cleaner energy infrastructure, incentivizing the transition away from fossil
fuels, and promoting energy efficiency initiatives across industries and

households.
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Conservation Efforts. Recognizing that environmental sustainability cannot

be achieved without protecting biodiversity, the initiative incorporates
strategies for conserving ecosystems, protecting endangered species, and
restoring degraded lands. Efforts will also focus on the sustainable
management of natural resources, promoting a circular economy approach to

waste management.

Modern Application

Integrating Kautilya’s teachings on resource management can inform
sustainable policy decisions, emphasizing a balanced approach that ensures

environmental protection while pursuing economic growth.

4.7 Education and Skill Development

Education is integral to empowering individuals and fostering innovation.

Viksit Bharat 2047 addresses the need for transformative educational reforms and

robust skill development programs.

Key Educational Objectives

Access to Quality Education. The initiative seeks to eradicate disparities in

education access, ensuring that all children, especially from disadvantaged
backgrounds, receive a quality education. This includes investments in school

infrastructure, teacher recruitment and training, and the development of
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inclusive educational curricula that cater to diverse learners.

o Skill Development. The focus on skills training aligns with the needs of a

rapidly evolving job market. Viksit Bharat 2047 promotes partnerships with
industries to develop vocational training programs that are responsive to
market demands. Emphasizing employability, the framework encourages
entrepreneurship and facilitates access to resources for aspiring business

owners.

o Promotion of Research and Innovation. Recognizing the role of research

and innovation in driving progress, Viksit Bharat 2047 supports enhancing
research funding, establishing innovation hubs, and fostering collaboration
between academia and industry. This ecosystem of innovation aims to drive
technological advancements that contribute to economic growth and societal

improvement.

Modern Application

o Kautilya’s principles of lifelong learning and adaptability in education can
shape educational reforms, ensuring that the system evolves to meet

contemporary challenges and prepares citizens for future opportunities.

4.8 Integration of Kautilyan Principles

The integration of Kautilya’s principles into Viksit Bharat 2047 ensures that the
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initiative is grounded in strategic thinking, effective governance, and resource
management.

o Strategic Planning. Kautilya’s insights into the importance of foresight and

planning can guide the systematic implementation of Viksit Bharat 2047’s
objectives. This involves conducting thorough analyses to understand
challenges, leveraging data for informed decision-making, and aligning

resources with development goals.

e Inclusivity and Participation. Emphasizing Kautilya’s advocacy for inclusive

governance, the initiative should promote public participation in policymaking
processes. Engaging citizens in dialogue regarding their needs and aspirations
will strengthen community ownership of projects and programs, ensuring that
development initiatives are relevant and effective.

o Sustained Focus on Development. Kautilya’s emphasis on the long-term

vision for governance reflects the need for sustained efforts toward achieving
the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047. This requires consistent evaluation of
progress and the flexibility to adapt strategies based on emerging challenges

and opportunities.

4.9 Obijectives of Viksit Bharat 2047

Viksit Bharat 2047 envisions a developed India, celebrating a century of
independence with enhanced economic prosperity, social equity, technological
advancement, and environmental sustainability. This holistic framework aims to
address contemporary challenges while preparing the nation for future opportunities.

Below is a comprehensive elaboration on the primary objectives of Viksit Bharat
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2047, organized into cohesive themes.

(@) Economic Growth and Development Objective.

To achieve sustainable and inclusive economic growth, aiming for a
GDP growth rate of over 8% annually and transforming India into a global
economic powerhouse. It is envisaged that a World in 2050 that can be
described in 2035, as “Bipolar World with Multipolar Rim” and in 2050, as
“Tripolar World with Multipolar Rim.” This is based on the an estimated
index of National power, VIP, which is an exponentially weighted index of
economic power (VIPe) and Military power (VIPm).> The projected

evolution of economic power (VIPe) is shown in the figure 4.9 below.

% VIP = (VIPer0.5) * (VIPmAQ.5). VIPe = [Y/Yus) A0.5] *[(y/yus) A0.5, Y = GDP PPP, y = PcGdpPPP =
GDPppp/population. VIPm has a similar structure to VIPe but is based on budgeted expenditure on
defence as given in SIPRI. VIPm is based on a measure of the capital assets and non-capital assets of
the Military, excluding nuclear assets.
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Figure 7 Nationa! power as measured by VIP index

Evolution of National power 2003 to 2050 (VIP index)
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Figure 19: Military Power &z measured by VIPm
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Key Considerations

(i) Diversification of the Economy

o Promote entrepreneurship across sectors including

manufacturing, agriculture, services, and technology.

o Facilitate investments in emerging sectors like renewable

energy, biotechnology, and information technology.

(i) Enhancement of MSMEs

o Implement targeted support for micro, small, and medium

enterprises to boost local economies and job creation.

o Create a conducive policy framework to ease access to

credit, technology, and market linkages.

(iii) Skilling and Employment Generation

o Establish skill development programs aligned with market

demands.

o Focus on job creation in various sectors, aiming to reduce

unemployment and underemployment.

Example Initiatives

« Make in India. A campaign to raise manufacturing's contribution

to GDP and create jobs.

(b) _Start-Up India.
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Initiatives aimed at fostering innovation and supporting startup
ecosystems. India is third largest startup ecosystem in the World with over
100,000 startups and 100 unicorns and expected to become 2nd largest
ecosystem in the World by 2030. Further, logistics plays a pivotal role in
economic growth, with India improving its global ranking in the Logistics
Performance Index to 38 in 2023 from 54 in 2014. PHDCCI projects that

by 2047, India is will be among the top 5 countries.®

(c) Infrastructure Development Objective.

To develop modern, resilient, and efficient infrastructure systems that
cater to urban and rural populations, supporting economic activities and
improving quality of life. India offers opportunities for global expansion
across various sectors, including the automobile sector, fast-moving
consumer goods (FMCG), Fintech, IT, pharmaceuticals, and renewable
energy. The government's focus on infrastructure development is evident 7
through initiatives like Gati Shakti and the National Infrastructure Pipeline
(NIP), aiming for integrated planning and implementation. Progress in
physical infrastructure, such as roadways and railway networks, and social

infrastructure has boosted India’s economic growth.

Key Considerations

(i) Transportation Networks

® PHD Chambers’ Viewpoint. (2024). In PHDCCI. https://www.phdcci.in/wp-
content/uploads/2024/04/Viksit-Bharat@2047-A-Blueprint-of-Micro-and-Macro-
Economic-Dynamics.pdf
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o Develop multimodal transport networks including roadways,

railways, ports, and airports.

o Enhance public transportation systems in urban areas to reduce

traffic congestion and pollution.

(ii) Smart Cities and Urban Planning

o Implement smart city initiatives focusing on sustainable urban

development and efficient resource management.

o Encourage the use of technology in urban planning for real-time

monitoring of resource allocation.

(iii) Rural Infrastructure

o Improve rural connectivity through better roads, electrification, and

internet access.

o Establish efficient water supply and sanitation systems in rural

areas.

Example Initiatives

« Bharatmala Pariyojana. A program aimed at optimizing the efficiency

of road traffic movement across the country.

« Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. A housing scheme focused on providing

affordable housing for all by 2022.

(c) Social Equity and Inclusion Objective.

To ensure equitable opportunities for all citizens, focusing on

marginalized and underprivileged communities, thereby promoting social
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justice and inclusivity.

Key Considerations

(i) Access to Education

o Achieve universal access to quality education from primary to

higher education levels.

o Strengthen vocational education and skill development programs,

ensuring alignment with industry needs.

(ii) Healthcare Accessibility

o Establish a robust health care framework providing universal health

coverage to all citizens.

o Focus on preventive healthcare measures through awareness

campaigns and accessibility to basic health services.

o The Ayushman Bharat Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) was
launched to address the gaps in the availability of health services
due to non-availability of human resources in remote rural areas.
Under AB-PMJAY 345 million Ayushman cards have been issued,
and 29,914 hospitals have been empanelled. Sixty-five million
authorised hospital admissions have taken place under the scheme

(Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 2024).
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Speciality Total
General Medicine 11,084,346
Infectious Diseases 4,317,412
General Surgery 3,074,041
Medical Oncology 2,500,826
Ophthalmology 1,818,648
Orthopaedics 1,448,509
Obstetrics Gynaecology 1,397,296
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 1,361,468
Urology 992,620
Cardiology 785,625

Table 4.9 : Admissions through AB-PMJAY

(iiiy Empowerment of Women and Minorities

o Implement policies to reduce gender disparities in various sectors,

including employment and education.

o Promote representation and participation of Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and other marginalized groups in governance

and decision-making processes.

Example Initiatives

o Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao. A campaign aimed at ensuring the survival,

protection, and education of the girl child.

« National Food Security Act. Provides access to subsidized food grains for

vulnerable sections.

(d) Environmental Sustainability Objective.

To achieve sustainable development by integrating environmental
considerations into policies and initiatives aimed at mitigating climate change and

preserving natural resources.
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Key Considerations

(i) Renewable Energy Expansion

o Transition to renewable energy sources like solar, wind, and hydro,

targeting significant contributions to the national energy mix.

o Promote energy efficiency and conservation in industry and

households.

(i) Pollution Control

o Implement strict regulations to reduce air, water, and soil pollution,

ensuring compliance through effective monitoring and penalties.

o Promote technologies and practices that enhance waste management

and promote recycling.

(iii) Biodiversity Conservation

o Protect and restore ecosystems and biodiversity through dedicated

conservation programs.

o Engage local communities in conservation efforts, promoting

sustainable practices.

Example Initiatives

« National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). A framework to meet the

challenges posed by climate change.
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Swachh Bharat Mission. A nationwide campaign to clean and ensure

sanitation across urban and rural India.

(e) Technological Advancement and Digital Empowerment Objective.

To position India as a global leader in technology and innovation,

ensuring digital empowerment of citizens and integration of technology in
governance. India is embracing the digital age with a surge in internet usage and
Al adoption. Internet usage has increased from 8% in 2010 to 52% in 2024 and is

estimated to reach 82% by 2047. Concurrently, India's rank on the Government Al

Readiness Index has risen from fifty one in 2021 to forty in 2023, and it is

expected to be among top five by 2047.

Key Considerations

(i) Digital Infrastructure

Enhance digital connectivity by expanding broadband access and

infrastructure across urban and rural areas.

Promote digital literacy to empower citizens to utilize technology

effectively.

(i) E-Governance

Implement digital platforms for service delivery, enhancing

transparency and reducing bureaucratic delays.

Engage citizens through online platforms for feedback and

participation in governance.
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(iii) Promotion of Research and Development

o Invest in R&D across sectors, fostering innovation in industries such as

healthcare, agriculture, and information technology.

o Collaborate with academic institutions and industries to facilitate

technology transfer.

Example Initiatives

o Digital India Programme. A campaign to transform India into a digitally

empowered society and knowledge economy.

e Atal Innovation Mission. Initiatives to promote innovation and

entrepreneurship among students and startups.

The objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047 represent a comprehensive and integrated
approach to transforming India into a developed nation by the centenary of its
independence. By focusing on economic growth, infrastructure development, social
equity, environmental sustainability, and technological advancement, India can create
a resilient and inclusive society. The successful implementation of these objectives
requires collaboration between government, private sectors, and civil society.
Continuous monitoring and adaptive strategies will be essential to address emerging
challenges and seize opportunities. By fostering a participatory approach, Viksit

Bharat 2047 can pave the way for a prosperous and equitable future for all Indians.

4.10 Goals of Viksit Bharat 2047

The goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 encompass a variety of sectors, ensuring a

holistic approach towards development. They serve as guiding principles for policy-
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making and implementation strategies, aiming to bridge the existing gaps while
preparing the nation for future challenges and opportunities. Below is an in-depth

exploration of the primary goals.

(@) Economic Empowerment Goal.

To create a robust economic environment that empowers individuals

and communities, reducing poverty and enhancing the standard of living.

Key Focus Areas

e Doubling Farmers’ Income

o Implementing comprehensive policies that support agriculture

through access to credit, technology, and market linkages.

o Promoting crop diversification and encouraging farmers to adopt

sustainable agricultural practices.

o Boosting Employment Generation

o Developing a skill development framework that targets high-

potential employment sectors.

o Expanding job creation through the development of small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups.

e Promoting Inclusive Growth

o Encouraging investments in underdeveloped regions to promote

balanced economic growth.
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o Ensuring adequate representation and participation of marginalized

communities in economic activities.

Example Initiatives

¢ Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

(MGNREGA). Providing a legal guarantee for at least 100 days of

unskilled wage employment in a financial year.

e Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN). Providing direct

income support to small and marginal farmers.

(b) Quality Education and Skill Development Goal.

To ensure universal access to quality education that meets global
standards and equips learners with the skills necessary for the future job
market.

Key Focus Areas

o Universal Education Access.

o Achieving 100% enrollment in schools, with a focus on

marginalized communities.

o Enhancing educational infrastructure, including schools, libraries,

and technology access in rural and urban areas.

e« Revamping Curricula

o Updating curricula to include digital literacy, vocational training,

and life skills that are relevant to current job markets.
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o Incorporating critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving in

educational outcomes.

o Strengthening Higher Education

o Promoting research and development in universities and

institutions.

o Encouraging partnerships with industries for internships and

practical experiential learning.

Example Initiatives

o Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. A holistic approach to school education that

supports both formal and informal education.

o Skill India Mission. Aiming to train over 400 million people in different

skills by 2022.

(c) Healthcare for All Goal.

To establish a comprehensive healthcare system that ensures the well-
being of all citizens, providing accessible, affordable, and high-quality

healthcare services.

Key Focus Areas

o Universal Health Coverage

o Guaranteeing access to essential health services, including

preventive, curative, and palliative care.
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o Implementing health insurance schemes to protect families from

catastrophic health expenses.

o Strengthening Public Health Infrastructure

o Enhancing healthcare facilities at all levels, including primary,

secondary, and tertiary care.

o Promoting telemedicine and digital health solutions to increase

access to healthcare services.

¢ Emphasizing Preventive Healthcare

o Encouraging health education and awareness campaigns focusing

on lifestyle diseases and preventive measures.

o Implementing nationwide vaccination programs to combat

infectious diseases.

Example Initiatives

e Ayushman Bharat. A flagship scheme that aims to provide health

insurance to the underprivileged population.

e National Health Mission (NHM). Focuses on providing accessible

healthcare services, especially in rural communities.

(d) Environmental Sustainability Goal.

To promote sustainable development practices that conserve natural

resources and ensure environmental integrity for future generations.
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Key Focus Areas

o Achieving Net-Zero Emissions.

o Committing to reducing greenhouse gas emissions through

renewable energy adoption and energy efficiency measures.

o Promoting a transition to electric vehicles and sustainable public

transport systems.

o Water Management and Conservation.

o Implementing integrated water resource management strategies to

enhance water use efficiency.

o Promoting rainwater harvesting and wastewater treatment to ensure

sustainable water supply.

o Biodiversity Conservation

o Protecting natural habitats and ecosystems through dedicated

conservation programs.

o Engaging local communities in conservation and sustainable

utilization of biodiversity.

Example Initiatives

o National Afforestation Programme. Aiming to restore ecological balance

through afforestation efforts.

o Swachh Bharat Mission. Aiming to promote cleanliness and sanitation,

reducing waste and pollution.
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(e) Technological Advancement and Digital Empowerment Goal.

To harness technology and innovation to empower citizens and

enhance governance and service delivery systems.

Key Focus Areas

o Digital Infrastructure Development

o Expanding high-speed internet access across urban and rural areas

to bridge the digital divide.

o Establishing infrastructure for data centers and cloud services to

support digital initiatives.

e E-Governance Initiatives

o Implementing IT solutions to improve transparency, accountability,

and efficiency in government services.

o Engaging citizens in governance through digital platforms for

feedback and participation.

o Promoting Research and Development

o Increasing investment in R&D across sectors, encouraging

innovation in science and technology.

o Fostering collaboration between academic institutions and

industries to stimulate technological advancements.
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Example Initiatives

o Digital India Programme. Aiming to transform India into a digitally

empowered society and knowledge economy.

o Startup India. Initiatives to promote innovation and entrepreneurship

among youth.

(F) Strengthening Governance and Institutions Goal.

To enhance the quality of governance through transparency, accountability,

and efficient public administration at all levels.

Key Focus Areas

o Strengthening Democratic Processes

o Promoting electoral reforms to increase voter participation and

enhance the democratic process.

o Ensuring greater representation of women and marginalized groups

in governance structures.

e Improving Public Administration

o Implementing capacity-building programs for public servants to

improve service delivery and efficiency.

o Enhancing complaint redressal mechanisms to increase citizen trust

in government institutions.

o Fostering Citizen Engagement
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o Encouraging participatory governance by involving citizens in

policy formulation and implementation.

o Utilizing technology to gather feedback and address public

grievances effectively.

Example Initiatives

e Right to Information (RTI) Act. Empowering citizens to seek information

from public authorities, promoting transparency.

o e-Governance Initiatives. Initiatives aimed at improving service delivery

and making government processes more citizen-centric.

The goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 articulate a comprehensive vision for India’s
development as it approaches its centenary of independence. By focusing on
economic empowerment, quality education, healthcare access, environmental
sustainability, technological advancement, and strengthening governance, India seeks
to create a resilient and prosperous society. Achieving these goals will require
collaborative efforts across sectors, effective policy implementation, and continuous
community engagement. By leveraging these goals as a framework, India can ensure
the well-being of its citizens and enjoy sustained growth, ultimately culminating in a

developed and equitable nation by 2047.

Towards achieving ‘Viksit Bharat’ 2047 goal, the Government has been making
several efforts through key interventions in the field of Science and Technology.
Some of the notable efforts include instituting high-stakes mission-driven initiatives,
namely National Quantum Mission; National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-

Physical Systems among others. These missions focus on the development of key

62



technologies to reduce dependency on imports, promote domestic innovation, and
position India as a global leader in the identified sectors. Government has launched
several programmes to catalyze startup culture and build a strong and inclusive

ecosystem for innovation and entrepreneurship in the country.

Several strategic policy measures have been introduced by the Government
including the Geospatial Policy 2022, the Space Policy 2023 and BIioE3

(Biotechnology for Economy, Environment and Employment) Policy 2024.

The Government has established the Anusandhan National Research Foundation
(ANRF) through the ANRF Act 2023 towards strengthening our technological
leadership, marking a paradigm shift in our R&D ecosystem. The ANRF aims to drive
a multi-phased roadmap for scientific breakthroughs and cross-sectoral collaboration,
providing competitive, peer-reviewed grants to optimize resource allocation for high-
impact research. ANRF aims to position India as a global leader in innovative,
sustainable technological progress. The Foundation has outlined multifaceted strategic
interventions to enhance India’s research ecosystem, aligning with national scientific

and geopolitical priorities.

In order to make India Viksit Bharat by 2047, Sectoral Group of Secretaries
(SGoS) on Technology has held detailed discussions and many of the interventions
are a result of these discussions. Some other actions emphasize strengthening research
and innovation in the areas of Quantum Technologies, Cyber Physical Systems, Bio
Manufacturing etc. These efforts focus on technological self-reliance, sustainability,
and economic growth, with a strong emphasis on R&D, skilled workforce
development, and global leadership in emerging technologies. Through coordinated

efforts across various sectors, the endeavour is to transform India into a scientifically
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advanced and innovation-driven economy, laying the foundation for Viksit Bharat by

2047.

The efforts made by the Government through various programmes and policy
measures have helped the nation in improving its position in the Science and
Technology at global level which is visible through its global position in scientific
publications, number of Ph.Ds, number of start-ups, resident patent filing, Global

Innovation Index, number of start-ups, etc. Some of the key highlights include:

(3) India ranks 3" in terms of number of research publications (2,07,390) as
per Science & Engineering Indicators 2024 published by National Science

Foundation (NSF), USA.

(b) India ranked 3™in terms of the total number of startups (more than
1,40,000) in 2024 as per Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal

Trade (DPIIT).

(c) India ranks 4™ in number of PhD degrees awarded (16,968) in Science and
Engineering as per Science & Engineering Indicators 2024 published by

National Science Foundation (NSF), USA.

(d) India is ranked at 6th position both in terms of resident (38551) and non-
resident (38517) patent filing activity from respective country as per World

Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) Report, 2023.

(e) India has witnessed a significant jump in its Global Innovation Index (GlI)
ranking from 81% in the year 2015 to 39" in 2024 among 133 economies of the

world.
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() The Gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) in the country has been
consistently increasing over the years and has more than doubled from Rs.
53041.30 crore in 2009-10 to Rs. 127380.96 crore in 2020-21. As per
Department of Science and Technology (DST) R&D Statistics 2022-23, India
occupies 7th position in terms of GERD (in billion current Purchasing Power
Parity(PPP)$) ahead of United Kingdom, Russia, Brazil, Italy, Canada, Spain,

Australia, etc

(g) Gender participation in R&D has increased to 18.6% (2021) from 14.3 %

(2009) as per DST R&D Statistics, 2022-23.

(h) Number of researchers per million population has increased to 262 in 2020

as compared to 164 in 2009 as per DST R&D Statistics, 2022-23.”

The Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative embodies a proactive and strategic approach
to national development, aiming for comprehensive growth across economic, social,
infrastructural, environmental, and educational dimensions. By embedding Kautilyan
principles into its framework, the initiative aspires to create a resilient and inclusive
roadmap for India's journey towards becoming a developed nation. This chapter
illustrates the multifaceted objectives and goals of Viksit Bharat 2047, providing a
roadmap that aligns ancient wisdom with contemporary aspirations for a prosperous

future.

"PARLIAMENT QUESTION: EFFORTS TO MAKE “VIKSIT BHARAT” BY
2047. (2024). Pib.gov.in.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=2085956
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Chapter 5

Aligning and mapping the learnings of
Arthashastra with Objectives of Viksit Bharat

“Remember the time before independence ... yes, people had different
methods of working but the goal was big—the freedom of India. In
this Amrit Kaal we have to come together and work towards another
big goal of a Viksit Bharat.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

The Arthashastra, attributed to Kautilya, a revered scholar and strategist of
ancient India, is often regarded as one of the most influential texts on statecraft,
governance, and economic policy. Composed over two millennia ago, this
comprehensive treatise provides a wealth of insights that explore the mechanics of
power, the nature of authority, the complexities of human behavior, and the
imperatives of operational leadership needed to successfully rule and manage a state.
Kautilya's work stands out for its pragmatic approach, emphasizing realism over
idealism, and advocating for a blend of ethical considerations with the practical

necessities of effective governance.

Kautilya approaches politics as a science, meticulously analyzing the
interactions of various elements within society—including the ruler, the subjects, and
external entities—while maintaining a clear focus on the overarching goal: the
welfare and stability of the state. His insights encompass a broad spectrum of topics—
from taxation, law, and administration to diplomacy and warfare—underscoring the

interconnectedness of these facets in maintaining a functioning state.
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As India stands on the threshold of a new era, nearing the centennial
celebration of its independence in 2047, the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 emerges as
a beacon for the country's aspirations. This vision aims to transform India into a
developed nation, one that not only achieves significant economic growth but does so
in a manner that is inclusive, equitable, and environmentally sustainable. The
objectives articulated in Viksit Bharat 2047 encompass diverse areas including
economic empowerment, enhanced quality of life, education, health, and
infrastructure development, alongside a commitment to fostering technological

innovation and environmental stewardship.

The alignment of the timeless teachings of the Arthashastra with the
ambitious goals of Viksit Bharat presents a unique opportunity to extract valuable
lessons from India's rich intellectual heritage. By integrating Kautilya’s insights with
contemporary challenges and aspirations, policymakers can formulate strategies that
are deeply rooted in historical understanding while addressing the nuances of modern
governance. This bridging of ancient wisdom with modern policy can serve as a
compass for navigating the complex landscape of governance, economic

management, and social progress in twenty-first-century India.

In light of this context, it is essential to delve into the core teachings of the
Arthashastra and examine their applicability to the objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047.
For instance, Kautilya's principles on effective resource management can guide
contemporary economic policies; his strategies on governance can inform efforts to
build robust institutions and counter corruption; and his insights into diplomacy can

enhance India's international relations in an increasingly interconnected world.
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By exploring this alignment, we aim to create a framework that not only
honors Kautilya’s contributions but also actively demonstrates their relevance in
fostering sustainable development. This discourse not only highlights the applicability
of ancient precepts in guiding contemporary policy but also asserts that India's long-
standing tradition of intellectual inquiry can inform and inspire the future trajectory of

progress.

As we embark on mapping the teachings of the Arthashastra with the
objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047, our exploration will reveal how Kautilya’s
strategies—rooted in principles of realism, ethics, and the overarching goal of state
welfare—hold significant potential to shape India’s path toward achieving its
development goals. Through this lens, we can advocate for a future that respects its
historical legacy while simultaneously committing to a trajectory of growth and
equitability as envisioned in the aspirations for 2047. This synthesis of ancient
wisdom and contemporary vision will not only provide actionable guidance for
policymakers but also galvanize public discourse around governance, progress, and
societal well-being. By drawing on the lessons of the past, India can inspire a new era
of transformative growth that is reflective of its rich heritage and responsive to the

challenges of the modern age.

5.1 Comparative Framework

Mapping Key Learning

To align the principles noted in the Arthashastra with the objectives set out in Viksit
Bharat, this section emphasizes the need to create a structured comparative
framework. This involves identifying specific lessons from Kautilya's work and

correlating them with each of Viksit Bharat's goals.
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Key Obijectives of Viksit Bharat

(@) Economic Growth and Development: This objective focuses on fostering

sustainable economic practices that elevate living standards, reduce poverty, and

stimulate job creation in diverse sectors.

(b) Social Equity and Inclusion. Aiming to eliminate barriers to access for

disadvantaged groups, this objective seeks to promote inclusivity in economic,

social, and political spheres.

(c) Sustainable Development. Encompassing environmental conservation,
sustainable resource management, and climate resilience, this goal aims for a

harmonious balance between economic growth and ecological preservation.

(d) Good Governance. This encompasses the establishment of governance

frameworks that are transparent, accountable, and participatory, ensuring that

citizens' rights and voices are prioritized.

(e) Infrastructure Development. Aiming to significantly enhance physical

infrastructure (roads, railways, ports) and digital infrastructure (internet,
telecommunications) is critical for facilitating economic activities and improving

quality of life.

5.2 Mapping Relationships between Arthashastra and Viksit Bharat 2047.

Principles
Objective of
from Explanation
Viksit Bharat
Arthashastra
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Objective of

Principles

from Explanation
Viksit Bharat
Arthashastra
Kautilya  proposes that economic

Economic
Growth and

Development

Dharma and

Artha

prosperity (Artha) must be balanced with
moral and ethical governance (Dharma).
For Viksit Bharat, achieving economic
goals should not compromise ethical
standards or social responsibilities.
Ensuring corporate social responsibility

and ethical business conduct are modern

interpretations of this principle.

Social Equity

and Inclusion

Sama, Dama,
Danda, and

Bheda

Kautilya introduces a framework for
managing diverse societies through the
principles  of

negotiation  (Sama),

incentives (Dama), punitive measures
(Danda), and differentiation (Bheda). By
strategically applying these principles,
modern governance can better address
disparities and promote social cohesion,
thus fostering inclusive development that
ensures all

community voices are

represented.
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Objective of

Viksit Bharat

Principles

from

Arthashastra

Explanation

Sustainable

Development

Prakriti

(Nature)

Kautilya advocates for a deep

understanding of natural resources as vital
for economic  prosperity.  Modern
interpretations of this teaching advocate
for integrating environmental
considerations into policy-making. For
instance, promoting renewable energy

sources and sustainable agricultural

practices reflect this ancient wisdom

applied to today’s context.

Good

Governance

Rajadharma
(Duties of the

Ruler)

Kautilya delineates the responsibilities of
leaders to act justly and prioritize the
welfare of their subjects. This principle
directly correlates with the modern
emphasis on good governance, where
and

accountability,  responsiveness,

citizen engagement form the core

elements of effective leadership. By
embedding these principles in governance

frameworks, Viksit Bharat can ensure a
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Principles
Objective of

from Explanation
Viksit Bharat

Arthashastra

more engaged and empowered citizenry.

The Arthashastra highlights the
importance of strategic infrastructure
development to promote trade and
economic activity. This is particularly

relevant for Viksit Bharat's objective of

Kautilya's

Infrastructure building robust infrastructure. Modern
Economic

Development applications include developing smart
Policies

cities, improving public transportation
systems, and enhancing  digital
connectivity, all of which are crucial for
economic growth and enhanced quality of

life.

This detailed mapping above at Table 2 illustrates how the insights from
the Arthashastra can inform and complement the objectives of Viksit Bharat, ensuring

a coherent approach to development rooted in historical wisdom.

5.3 Mapping Teachings of Arthashastra to Viksit Bharat 2047 Objectives

The teachings of Kautilya's Arthashastra offer strategic insights into

governance, economics, and societal welfare that are highly relevant to India’s
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aspirations outlined in the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. The following sections provide
an expanded mapping of these teachings to specific objectives of Viksit Bharat 2047,

supplemented with examples from the Indian context.

(a) Economic Empowerment

Arthashastra Alignment

o Resource Management and Taxation. Kautilya emphasized the efficient

management of state resources and sound taxation policies to ensure

economic prosperity and stability.

Application for Viksit Bharat 2047

e Support for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMES):

o Example: The PM  Employment Generation Programme
(PMEGP) provides financial support to MSMEs, reflecting
Kautilya’s emphasis on promoting local entrepreneurship. Aiming
to create jobs and foster local economic development aligns with

his teachings of nurturing wealth generation within the state.

o Implementing Fair Taxation Policies:

o The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an example of streamlined
taxation that seeks to unify the tax structure across the country,
meeting Kautilya’s principle of equitable taxation to facilitate trade

and economic stability.

(b) Quality Education and Skill Development
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Arthashastra Alignment

o Importance of Education and Skill Development. Kautilya viewed

education as essential for state capacity and citizen empowerment.

Application for Viksit Bharat 2047.

e Vocational Training Programs

o Example. The Skill India Mission aims to train over 400 million
people in various skills by 2022, illustrating Kautilya's principle of
preparing a skilled workforce. This program focuses on aligning
skill training with industry needs, akin to the Arthashastra's call for
state involvement in educating its populace for governance and

economic activity.

« National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

o The NEP emphasizes a holistic and multidisciplinary approach,
incorporating vocational training into school curricula. This aligns
with Kautilya's focus on equipping citizens with practical

knowledge and skills necessary for national prosperity.

(c) Healthcare for All

Arthashastra Alignment.

o Welfare of Citizens. Kautilya stressed that a healthy population is vital for

a state's strength, marking healthcare as an important governance area.
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Application for Viksit Bharat 2047.

o Universal Health Coverage Initiatives

o

Example. The Ayushman Bharat Programme aims to provide
health insurance to the underprivileged. This initiative emphasizes
preventive healthcare, mirroring Kautilya's insights into

maintaining public health for state stability.

o National Health Mission (NHM).

o

This mission focuses on enhancing healthcare delivery through
community participation and promoting healthcare infrastructure,
directly reflecting Kautilya's principles of state responsibility in

public welfare.

(d) Environmental Sustainability

Arthashastra Alignment

« Sustainable Resource Management. Kautilya advocated for the careful and

sustainable use of natural resources to ensure long-term stability for the

state.

Application for Viksit Bharat 2047

o National Action Plan on Climate Change.

o

This plan aims to respond to climate change and promote
sustainable resource management in India. It aligns with Kautilya’s
teachings on environmental stewardship through strategies for

sustainable agricultural practices and resource conservation.
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e Clean Ganga Mission.

o The mission seeks to rejuvenate the Ganga River and its tributaries
by improving the water quality and ensuring waste management.
This reflects the need for sustainable environmental governance

endorsed by Kautilya.

(e) _Technological Advancement and Digital Empowerment

Arthashastra Alignment

o Intelligence and Information Management. Kautilya emphasized the

importance of collecting and utilizing information for governance.

Application for Viksit Bharat 2047

o Digital India Initiative

o This initiative aims to transform India into a digitally empowered
society and knowledge economy. By enhancing digital
infrastructure, the government follows Kautilya's advice on using

intelligent systems for effective governance.

o E-Governance Solutions

o Example: The e-Sampark initiative serves as a single window for
information and services, promoting transparency and efficiency in
government processes. This direct application of intelligence and

information mirrors Kautilya's assertion of informed governance.

(9)_Strengthening Governance and Institutions

Arthashastra Alighment
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o Ethics in Governance. Kautilya advocated for ethical leadership and

optimal bureaucratic functioning.

Application for Viksit Bharat 2047

o Right to Information (RTI) Act.

o This act ensures transparency and accountability in government
functioning, promoting Kautilya’s ideals of an morally upright
administration. Empowering citizens to seek information resonates
with Kautilya’s principles of informed citizenry and responsible

governance.

o Capacity Building for Public Servants

o Example: The National Programme for Civil Services Capacity
Building (NPCSCB) aims to enhance the capability of civil
servants. This program embodies Kautilya’s teachings on fostering

a knowledgeable and efficient bureaucracy to serve the state better.

5.4 Synergies and Gaps

Opportunities and Challenges

It is also very important at this point to establish the Kautilya's principles
which could possibly be the filler for the shortfalls in the present strategies and could
eventually contribute towards the enhancement of effective Viksit Bharat's

implementation.

Opportunities

(a) Strategic Decision-Making
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Kautilya's insight into strategic foresight highlights the necessity of in-
depth analysis in governance and decision-making. Modern policymakers can
embrace Kautilya’s focus on context, competition, and economic realities to
enhance strategic planning. By implementing strategies grounded in detailed
data analysis and scenario modeling, governments can better tackle challenges

and capitalize on opportunities.

(b) Resource Management

Kautilya emphasized the vital role of efficient resource allocation and
management for economic stability. By incorporating principles such as
rational utilization and careful reserve management, contemporary policies
can reduce resource wastage. For example, India’s food security initiatives can
draw on Kautilya's insights to boost supply chain efficiency, minimizing food

loss and improving availability.

(c) Conflict Resolution

Kautilya’s diplomatic principles are relevant in addressing social
conflicts and fostering negotiations among diverse groups. Applying these
concepts today can bolster efforts toward social equity, including establishing
dialogue platforms, promoting tolerance, and cultivating community trust.
Creating conflict resolution mechanisms rooted in dialogue can help address

grievances, thereby promoting social harmony.
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(d) Public Administration

Kautilya’s emphasis on the significance of a skilled bureaucracy
underscores the necessity for a capable public administration system. Viksit
Bharat can gain from implementing training and capacity-building initiatives
that reflect Kautilya’s vision, ensuring that public servants are equipped with

the skills needed for effective policy execution.

5.5 Challenges.

(@) Cultural Relevance

Adapting Kautilya’s ancient principles to today’s diverse and dynamic
social fabric presents challenges. There may be skepticism about incorporating
historical doctrines within a modern context. Policymakers must carefully
contextualize these teachings to resonate with contemporary values and

societal norms, promoting acceptance.

(b) Complexity of Modern Governance

The complexities of modern governance, characterized by
globalization and technological advancements, require innovative solutions
that may not be fully addressed by Kautilya's text. The modern complexities
such as cybersecurity, digital governance, and global trade agreements are
likely to create impediments and difficult circumstances to handle and
innovative solutions which were outside the scope of things which were in

vogue and considered by the Arthashastra.

(c) Integration of Technology
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Kautilya was a master of strategic thinking, but today’s rapid
technological advancements pose new challenges for governance.
Policymakers face the task of weaving emerging technologies, like artificial
intelligence and big data, into traditional governance models. It’s essential to
ensure that these innovations align with Kautilya’s strategic insights while also

staying grounded in the realities of our modern world.

(d) Equity and Justice

Some of Kautilya's choices, which focused on maintaining state
stability and boosting economic growth, might overshadow the important
issues of social equity and justice. Today’s governance must tread carefully to
balance these priorities, making sure that every voice is heard and that our
policies don’t inadvertently deepen existing inequalities. We need a thoughtful

approach that brings together both economic and social goals.

By acknowledging these connections and challenges, we can refine and adapt
Kautilya's principles to better meet today’s governance needs, while also addressing

the gaps that still exist in our current practices.
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Chapter 6

Analysis on the Relevance of Arthashastra to the Objectives

of
Viksit Bharat 2047

As India stands on the threshold of a transformative period, aiming for Viksit
Bharat 2047—a vision of a fully developed nation—there is a pressing need to draw
inspiration from historical wisdom that has shaped Indian governance and statecraft
over millennia. At the forefront of this intellectual legacy is Kautilya, also known as
Chanakya, whose seminal work, the Arthashastra, offers profound insights into the
complexities of political, economic, and social governance. Composed in the ancient
period, this treatise not only addresses the intricacies of statecraft but delves deep into
the roles of ethics, strategy, and power dynamics, making it highly relevant to

contemporary governance challenges.

Kautilya’s Arthashastra transcends time, presenting a comprehensive manual
for rulers, strategists, and policymakers. Its core tenet revolves around the pursuit of
statecraft that is both practical and moral, recognizing that sustainable governance is
rooted in just policies and ethical considerations. As India navigates through a rapidly
changing global landscape characterized by technological advancements, geopolitical
realignments, and socio-economic disparities, reviving Kautilya’s principles may

provide the strategic guidance necessary for achieving national objectives.

The goal of Viksit Bharat 2047 encapsulates ambitions for economic growth,
social equity, and comprehensive development. To actualize this vision, the

integration of Kautilya’s teachings becomes paramount. The dimensions of politics
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and governance, economic policy, social and welfare initiatives, military strategy, and
ethical leadership find critical relevance in Kautilya’s discourse. His understanding of
governance as a dynamic interplay of multiple factors encourages policymakers to
adopt a holistic approach to state administration—one that addresses immediate

challenges while laying the groundwork for future resilience.

Looking at governance through the lens of Kautilya allows for a multifaceted
exploration of India’s journey. His insights into effective leadership advocate for a
close relationship between rulers and citizens, underscoring the importance of
transparency, accountability, and local participation in decision-making. These
principles resonate deeply with India’s democratic ethos and underscore the

responsibility of leaders to foster public trust and engage citizenry actively.

The economic framework that Kautilya envisions promotes sustainable growth
through balanced taxation, fair trade, and encouragement of entrepreneurship—a
model that has profound implications within today’s global economic context. In an
era marked by innovation and competition, the effective deployment of resources,
fostering local industries, and embracing technological advancements are essential for
ensuring India’s economic resilience. Furthermore, Kautilya’s emphasis on social
equity and welfare provides a backbone for initiatives aimed at uplifting marginalized

communities, thereby ensuring inclusivity in the nation’s progress.

In military strategy and national security, Kautilya’s teachings highlight the
necessity of a comprehensive approach that encompasses not only military strength
but also economic and cyber dimensions. As India faces complex security challenges
in the 21st century, integrating these diverse aspects into a cohesive national security

strategy becomes imperative to safeguard sovereignty.
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Finally, governance imbued with ethical considerations forms the moral
foundation for Kautilya’s discourse. His articulation of ethics in statecraft serves as a
clarion call for leaders to navigate the complexities of governance with integrity,
ensuring that the pursuit of power is aligned with the greater good of society. This
ethical dimension is particularly relevant in the context of combating corruption,
enforcing accountability, and upholding citizen rights—all essential to building a

stable and just society.

The profound insights of Kautilya’s Arthashastra provide a critical blueprint for
navigating the challenges of modern governance as India strives toward the ambitious
goal of Viksit Bharat 2047. By reviving ancient wisdom and contextualizing it
within contemporary realities, India can forge a path that not only honors its rich
heritage but also embraces the potential for innovative and equitable growth. As the
nation embarks on this journey, it is imperative to recognize the timeless relevance of
Kautilya’s teachings in shaping effective governance strategies, driving economic
resilience, fostering social equity, and instilling ethical leadership—elements that will

ultimately define India’s future trajectory.

1. Politics and Governance

(@) Good Governance and Effective Leadership.

Kautilya’s philosophy emphasizes that the strength of a ruler directly
impacts the prosperity and stability of the state. He posits that an effective
leader must possess wisdom, foresight, and the ability to make difficult
decisions for the collective good. As India aspires for Viksit Bharat 2047,

governance must evolve to foster resilience, responsiveness, and inclusivity.
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This evolution requires an adept approach centered on policies that are

transparent, participatory, and accountable.

To achieve good governance, the integration of technology is critical.
Digital platforms enhance service delivery and allow for real-time feedback
from citizens, promoting a more engaged and informed populace. For
instance, the e-Sewa initiative and various mobile applications provide
citizens with immediate access to government services and grievance redressal
mechanisms. This not only enhances efficiency but offers a robust feedback
loop, allowing for continual improvement in governance—an approach that
aligns seamlessly with Kautilya’s notion of a well-informed ruler making data-

backed decisions.

Furthermore, the emphasis on accountability is paramount. Institutions
like the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC)and the Right to
Information (RTI) Act are vital for ensuring checks and balances within the
system. They allow citizens to question and seek clarity on governmental
actions, enhancing trust and deterring malpractice. This is a direct reflection of
Kautilya’s belief that the state must maintain transparency to foster public

confidence, which is an essential pillar for a flourishing democracy.

(b) Decentralization and Local Participation.

Kautilya believed that local governance is crucial for engaging citizens
in the decision-making process. His understanding of the state places a high
premium on local participation, as the ruler must remain close to the governed

to nurture their needs effectively. The devolution of power to local bodies
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ensures that governance reflects the specific desires of communities,

amalgamating various voices for a harmonious society.

In contemporary India, the Panchayati Raj system exemplifies this
principle, promoting grassroots participation. The Gram Sabha not only
allows local citizens to convene and discuss development projects but
empowers them to hold elected representatives accountable. This engenders a
sense of ownership among citizens, fostering loyalty and support for
government initiatives—an alignment with Kautilya’s assertion that citizen

engagement is paramount to a ruler's legitimacy and effectiveness.

Additionally, urban governance has also evolved to enhance local
participation. Municipal Corporations are granted greater powers to tailor
local urban policies, respond to unique challenges, and address specific
community needs. This hybrid model of governance reflects Kautilya’s
principle that a leader's strength lies in being close to the citizenry and

addressing their professed needs efficiently.

2. Economic Policy

(a) Eramework for Sustainable Economic Growth.

Kautilya’s ecological understanding of the economy incorporates the
necessity of balanced taxation and robust trade policies. He believed that a
prosperous state must establish a flourishing economy where resources are
managed judiciously. For India, building a sustainable economic framework
requires integrating traditional principles with modern economic strategies to

ensure that growth is equitable, inclusive, and sustainable.
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A prime example is the Goods and Services Tax (GST), a
monumental step toward economic reform. By harmonizing multiple indirect
taxes into a single taxation framework, GST has streamlined compliance,
reduced the cascading effect of taxation, and enhanced ease of doing business.
This progressive tax regime not only reflects Kautilya’s insights into just and
effective taxation policies but also bolsters economic activity by allowing

businesses to operate more efficiently across states.

Moreover, the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan reflects a strategic push
towards self-reliance. By fostering local manufacturing capabilities, the
initiative promotes import substitution while encouraging innovation and
entrepreneurship within India. This aligns with Kautilya’s understanding that
economic strength is rooted in self-sufficiency, which not only secures the
economy from external shocks but empowers citizens to drive economic

progress through their enterprises.

(b) Trade Facilitation and Market Regulation.

Kautilya emphasized the significance of regulatory frameworks in
maintaining fairness in trade. He advocated for policies that prevent
monopolization and ensure equal opportunities for all market players,
principles that resonate with the current global discourse around fair trade

practices and antitrust regulations.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) serves as a cornerstone for
fostering a regulated economic environment. The implementation of policies
such as the Maharashtra Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)

policy aims to provide financial assistance and market access to smaller
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enterprises, thus preventing monopolies from stifling competition. This
regulatory oversight not only supports Kautilya’s belief in the need for a fair
marketplace but also plays a crucial role in driving economic growth by

empowering small players—vital for addressing the unemployment challenge.

The Consumer Protection Act is another manifestation of Kautilya’s
economic principles, ensuring that consumers can seek redress against unfair
practices, thereby fostering a competitive market landscape. By emphasizing
consumer rights, the government cultivates trust and loyalty among
consumers, promoting sustainable economic growth driven by demand for

ethical and fair trade.

3. Society and Welfare

(a) Promoting Social Equity and Inclusion.

Kautilya profoundly understood that societal stability emanates from
equitable resource distribution and the upliftment of all community segments.
For Viksit Bharat 2047, the pursuit of social equity involves implementing
long-term strategies that address historical injustices and empower
marginalized groups, ensuring that everyone can contribute to and benefit

from national prosperity.

The Skill India Mission is a prime example of such empowerment,
aiming to equip millions of youth with job-relevant skills through various
training programs. By aligning training with industry needs, the initiative not
only addresses the skill gap but also fosters entrepreneurship, reflecting

Kautilya’s ideation on attaining societal stability through a capable workforce.
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Empowering the youth with the right skills ensures a robust demographic

dividend—a critical asset for any developing nation.

Women’s Empowerment Schemes like Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao represent strategic moves towards gender equity. By emphasizing the
importance of female education and healthcare, these initiatives challenge
deep-rooted societal norms, empowering women to participate actively in the
workforce and decision-making processes. Kautilya would assert that the
progress of a nation hinges on the capacity of its women, underscoring that
their empowerment contributes not just to family welfare but to broader

societal and economic advancements.

(b) Education: A Cornerstone for Development.

Kautilya posited that a well-rounded education system produces
capable leaders and informed citizens essential for a thriving state. For Viksit
Bharat, establishing a robust educational framework that emphasizes skill
development and critical thinking is imperative to prepare future generations

for dynamic global challenges.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 exemplifies this vision by
advocating for a multidisciplinary approach that promotes creativity, problem-
solving, and innovation. The policy's commitment to vocational education and
skill training ensures that students are not only equipped with theoretical
knowledge but also practical skills, directly aligning with evolving job market
demands. This modernized approach embodies Kautilya’s principle that
education must serve the dual purpose of personal development and societal

benefit.
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Additionally, the government’s commitment to reducing the digital
divide through initiatives aimed at improving internet access and educational
resources in rural areas is a testament to creating equal opportunities for all.
Initiatives like PM eVIDYA leverage technology to facilitate remote learning,
ensuring education reaches every corner of the country, thus echoing

Kautilya’s teachings about the importance of informed citizens.

4. Military Strategy and National Security

(a) Comprehensive National Security Framework.

Kautilya’s insights into statecraft emphasize that a ruler’s strength
must encompass defence strategies that are as multifaceted as the challenges
posed by a complex world. As India aims for Viksit Bharat 2047, a holistic
understanding of national security that integrates military, economic, and

cyber dimensions is crucial for fostering resilience.

The Make in India initiative within the defence sector epitomizes this
strategic approach. By encouraging local manufacturing of defence equipment
and technologies, the initiative not only aspires to reduce reliance on foreign
imports but also aims to enhance indigenous capabilities. This reflects
Kautilya’s understanding of the significance of self-sufficiency in defence
policies, ensuring that India is well-equipped to respond to external threats

while promoting domestic industries.

Moreover, as cyber threats become increasingly prevalent in the
modern era, initiatives such as the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination

Centre signify a proactive approach to national security. Such measures
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demonstrate Kautilya’s belief in preparedness, intelligence gathering, and

strategic foresight, adapting ancient wisdom to contemporary challenges.

(b) Intelligence and Strategic Preparedness.

Kautilya recognized the importance of intelligence in state affairs, positing
that accurate information is a vital resource for governance and security
management. In today’s context, building strong intelligence networks becomes

crucial for informed decision-making and preemptive action against threats.

The establishment of comprehensive National Security Strategies that
encompass military, economic, and cyber security reflects an understanding that
security cannot be viewed in isolation. Agencies responsible for gathering and
analyzing intelligence, such as the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW),
operate under this framework, providing the government with insights critical for
forming strategies that protect national interests. This multifaceted approach
ensures that India is well-placed to address both traditional military threats and

modern challenges, thereby aligning with Kautilya's teachings on statecraft.

5. Ethics and Morality in Governance

(a) Pragmatic Leadership and Ethical Enforcement.

Kautilya's pragmatic approach to leadership recognizes that ethical
governance requires navigating complex moral landscapes. Balancing ethical
considerations with practical realities is crucial for effective governance,

especially for a nation like India transitioning towards Viksit Bharat 2047.

The establishment of institutions like the Lokpal and Lokayuktas

Actis a testament to this pragmatic ethical framework, promoting

90



transparency in government dealings. By providing citizens mechanisms to
challenge corruption and file complaints against public officials, these
institutions embody Kautilya’s understanding that accountability is essential
for maintaining public trust. The government’s commitment to fighting
corruption through such measures aligns with Kautilya’s beliefs, reinforcing

the idea that ethical governance must be proactive and enforced effectively.

Moreover, the growing emphasis on evidence-based policy-
making through platforms like NITI Aayog underscores the importance of
rationality and data in governance. By utilizing empirical research to inform
public policy, the government can ensure that actions taken reflect the
populace’s needs and aspirations. This rational, data-driven approach
resonates with Kautilya’s tenet that informed leaders are best positioned to

make choices that benefit the state.

In resurrecting strength through ethical governance, India can cultivate
a robust democratic ethos that not only propels economic and social goals but
also upholds the moral values intrinsic in Kautilya’s teachings. By fostering
transparency, accountability, and ethical considerations, India sets a strong
precedent for future leadership, reinforcing the ideals of dedication to service

and welfare for all.

The exploration of Kautilya’s Arthashastra in the context of India’s
aspirations for Viksit Bharat 2047 reveals a timeless repository of wisdom
that resonates profoundly with contemporary challenges. As India aims to
redefine its identity as a developed nation by 2047, the integration of

Kautilya’s insights into political governance, economic policy, social welfare,
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military strategy, and ethical frameworks becomes not only relevant but

essential for achieving holistic growth and stability.

Kautilya’s teachings advocate for good governance founded on the
principles of transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement. In today's
democratic landscape, fostering a participatory environment ensures that
governance remains responsive to the people’s needs. The Panchayati Raj
system and local governance initiatives reflect this principle, empowering
communities to actively contribute to their development. The promotion of
local participation in decision-making processes resonates with Kautilya’s

assertion that proximity to citizens is crucial for effective rulership.

Furthermore, Kautilya’s economic philosophies encapsulate the
essence of sustainable growth through sound financial policies and the
encouragement of indigenous industries. The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) symbolizes a commitment to streamlined economic transactions,
embodying Kautilya’s ideals of fair taxation and market regulation.
The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan further aligns with his vision of self-
reliance, encouraging local innovation and entrepreneurship. Together, these
initiatives represent a comprehensive approach to economic resilience, vital

for navigating the intricate dynamics of a globalized economy.

In the realm of social equity and welfare, Kautilya’s emphasis on
uplifting marginalized communities is vital for fostering a cohesive society.
Programs such as the Skill India Mission and Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao reflect his understanding that true progress is only realized when

every segment of society is included in the developmental narrative. These
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initiatives not only empower individuals but also contribute to societal

stability, which Kautilya recognized as essential for a thriving nation.

Military strategy and national security find renewed significance in
Kautilya’s emphasis on a comprehensive approach to defence that extends
beyond conventional methods. As India faces multifaceted security challenges
in the 21st century, integrating military, economic, and cyber strategies
exemplifies the robustness of Kautilya’s teachings. The Make in
India initiative within the defence sector not only enhances indigenous
capabilities but also underscores the necessity of a self-sufficient approach to
security—an integration of Kautilya’s ancient wisdom into modern

complexities.

Kautilya’s advocacy for ethical governance is a clarion call for
contemporary leaders to align their actions with the greater good. The
establishment of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Actand the promotion of
evidence-based policy-making exemplify efforts to ensure integrity and
accountability within the system. Such measures resonate deeply with
Kautilya’s understanding of ethical enforcement as a cornerstone of effective

governance, establishing public trust as the bedrock for societal cohesion.

As India progresses toward its ambitious goal of Viksit Bharat 2047,
the intersection of Kautilya’s teachings with modern governance frameworks
serves as a guiding light. The relevance of his insights transcends the
boundaries of time, offering pragmatic solutions to complex contemporary
dilemmas. By embracing these teachings, leaders can cultivate a society

characterized by inclusivity, resilience, and strategic foresight.
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In embarking on this transformative journey, India stands at a pivotal
juncture where the wisdom of the past can illuminate the path toward a
prosperous future. Kautilya's Arthashastra serves as a timeless reminder that
effective governance must marry ethical principles with strategic innovation,
ensuring that India can rise to the challenges of the future while honoring its
rich heritage. Therefore, as policymakers, leaders, and citizens unite in this
endeavor, the synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern aspirations will be

crucial for realizing the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.
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Chapter 7

Examining the Hypotheses

This chapter analyses the hypotheses related to Kautilya’s Arthashastra,
focusing on its applicability and relevance in contemporary governance and economic
strategies. Through detailed case studies and a comparative analysis of successful
global applications of similar principles, an attempt is made to validate the enduring

relevance of Kautilya's teachings.

7.1: Relevance of Kautilya’s Arthashastra

Testing the Hypotheses

Kautilya's Arthashastra articulates timeless principles of governance,
economics, and statecraft that have contemporary relevance. The following case
studies illustrate how these principles have been effectively applied in modern Indian
initiatives.

(a) Case Study - Dhokla Co-Operative Movement, Gujarat

o Overview. The Dhokla cooperative movement was initiated to
empower local women in Gujarat to produce and market this
traditional snack. It emerged as an effective model of self-reliance
and community-led economic empowerment.

o Application of Arthashastra Principles:
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(1) Collective Resource Utilization. The cooperative harnessed

local ingredients and labor. Women pooled resources and skills,

embodying Kautilya’s principle of collective effort.

(if) Market Positioning. By branding Dhokla as a healthy snack

option, the cooperative strategically positioned itself in the growing
health-conscious  market, reflecting Kautilya’s focus on

understanding market dynamics.

Results. The initiative supported hundreds of families by
generating income through the sale of Dhokla in local and broader
markets. Additionally, it fostered entrepreneurial spirit among
women, leading to skill development and increased community
cohesion. This case represents Kautilya's assertion that local
governance and community initiatives can significantly contribute

to economic prosperity.

(b) Case Study - Tamil Nadu’s e-Governance Initiatives:

@)

Overview. Tamil Nadu is a frontrunner in implementing e-
Governance to improve public service efficiency and reduce
corruption. The state government introduced various digital
services to streamline processes.

Application of Arthashastra Principles.

(1) Intelligence Gathering. The digital initiative aligns with
Kautilya’s advocacy for informed decision-making. The integration
of technology allows for real-time data collection pertaining to

citizen service requests, enhancing administrative responsiveness.

96



(i) Transparency and Accountability. The e-District project

facilitates transparent service delivery. By shifting from manual to
digital processes, the government minimizes opportunities for

corruption, adhering to Kautilya's ideals on governance integrity.

Results. The initiatives have reported increased rates of service
fulfillment, improved citizen satisfaction, and notable decreases in
the time required to process applications. The effectiveness of
Tamil Nadu’s e-Governance initiatives showcases the application
of Kautilya’s principles in transforming governance through

technology.

(c) Case Study - Andhra Pradesh’s Financial Inclusion Policies:

o

o

Overview. Andhra Pradesh has made significant strides in ensuring
financial inclusion through targeted policies that provide economic
assistance to marginalized communities. A notable example is the
Amma Vodi scheme, which provides stipends to impoverished
families for child education.

Application of Arthashastra Principles

(i) Resource Allocation for Welfare. Kautilya emphasized that a

prosperous state must care for the welfare of its citizens. The

government’s distribution of financial aid represents a direct

application of this principle, promoting access to education and social

stability.

97



(d)

(i) Empowerment through Financial Literacy. Programs aimed at

educating beneficiaries about financial management reflect Kautilya’s
ideas about using knowledge as a tool for state strength and wealth

maximization.

Results. The financial inclusion strategies have dramatically improved
school enrollment rates and reduced drop-out rates. Families
previously trapped in poverty are now able to invest in their children’s
education and future employment opportunities, reinforcing Kautilya’s

assertion that societal welfare is crucial for long-term stability.

Case Study - Maharashtra’s Tourism Policy

o Overview. Maharashtra's tourism policy focuses on promoting the
state's cultural and historical assets while ensuring sustainable
development. The initiative prioritizes infrastructure development
and marketing campaigns that highlight Maharashtra’s rich
heritage.

o Application of Arthashastra Principles

(i)_Strategic Resource Management. By applying Kautilya’s principle

of utilizing natural and cultural resources, the state has planned and
developed tourist-friendly infrastructure, such as heritage sites,

accommodations, and transport systems.

(i) Marketing and Brand Positioning. The government’s active

engagement in promoting Maharashtra as a premier tourist destination
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reflects Kautilya’s emphasis on strategic marketing and understanding

market demand.

o Results. The tourism sector has seen increased footfall, leading to
job creation and significant revenue inflows for the state. The
successful implementation of these policies indicates the relevance
of Kautilya’s principles to modern economic development

strategies.

7.2 Comparative Analysis

Lessons from Other Nations.

Analyzing global examples where principles akin to those found in
Kautilya’s Arthashastra have been successfully employed offers additional insights
into the efficacy of these strategies. Below are examples from several countries that

reflect similar principles in action.

(@) Singapore’s Economic Development Model

o Overview. Singapore's transformation into a global financial hub is a
result of strategic governance and economic policies focused on
creating an attractive business environment.

o Application of Arthashastra Principles

= Market Orientation. The government’s investment in infrastructure,

education, and workforce development reflects Kautilya’s focus on
strategic resource allocation and enhancing competitive advantages.

= Meritocratic Governance. Singapore’s civil service is known for its

meritocracy. This focus on appointing the most capable individuals to
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government positions illustrates Kautilya’s teachings on the
importance of having knowledgeable administrators.

Results. The economic model has resulted in sustained high growth
rates, low unemployment, and high standards of living. Singapore
serves as a testament to Kautilya’s principles, emphasizing the
significance of strategic planning and resource management in

achieving national prosperity.

(b) Germany’s Vocational Training System.

@)

o

Overview. Germany has established a robust system of vocational
education and training that equips young people with practical skills
and job experience.

Application of Arthashastra Principles

(i) Investment in Human Capital. The dual system resonates with
Kautilya’s principle of investing in human resources as a means of

maximizing state wealth and ensuring economic resilience.

(ii) Sector-Specific Skill Development. By tailoring training programs

to meet market demands, Germany’s system reflects Kautilya’s

insights on aligning resources with strategic economic needs.

Results. This model has resulted in low youth unemployment rates and
a highly skilled workforce, demonstrating the success of applying

Kautilya’s principles to education and labor market strategies.

(c) South Korea’s Technological Advancement Policies
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o

(d)

Overview. Post-1960s, South Korea adopted policies that incentivized
research, development, and innovation, turning the country into a
leading technology powerhouse.

Application of Arthashastra Principles.

(i) Strategic Investment in R&D. The government’s commitment to

research funding exemplifies Kautilya's belief in using knowledge as a

generator of economic power and innovation.

(ii) Global Competitiveness. Taiwan’s emphasis on global trade and

technological partnerships reflects Kautilya’s principle of recognizing

and leveraging international relationships for economic strength.

Results. Today, South Korea is home to global tech giants like
Samsung and LG, underlining the importance of strategic investment
in enhancing national growth and competitiveness in a global

marketplace.

Rwanda’s Rebuilding Efforts Post-Genocide:

Overview. After the tragic genocide in 1994, the Rwandan government
undertook ambitious reconstruction reforms focused on unity,
reconciliation, and socio-economic development.

Application of Arthashastra Principles.

(i) Community-Led Reconciliation. Emphasizing unity and community

engagement aligns with Kautilya's notion of governance prioritizing

the welfare of the populace to ensure stability.
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(i) Strategic Policy Frameworks. The use of clear policy directives and

guidelines for development initiatives reflects Kautilya’s principles of

effective governance and state planning.

o Results. Rwanda’s GDP growth rates have been impressive, and the
nation has seen improvements in education, health care, and
infrastructure. The recovery demonstrates how Kautilya’s insights into
governance and economics can effectively guide a nation in

overcoming crises and fostering growth.
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7.4 Counterarguments to the Relevance of Kautilya's Arthashastra

While the relevance of Kautilya’s Arthashastra is largely demonstrated, certain

counterarguments exist regarding its applicability in the modern context:

(a) Ethics versus Pragmatism. Critics may argue that Kautilya’s often pragmatic

approach, which endorses manipulation or deceit when beneficial, can
undermine ethical governance. Many modern democracies prioritize
transparency and integrity, challenging the use of some Kautilyan tactics

which may seem opportunistic.
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(b) Contextual Differences. The socio-political landscape of ancient India,

characterized by kingdoms and dynasties, differs fundamentally from today's
democratic framework governed by laws and individual rights. Kautilya’s
principles, while adaptable, must be carefully interpreted to fit the nuances of

contemporary governance.

(c) Technological Challenges. The rapid advancements in technology, especially

in areas like misinformation, cyber security, and e-governance, require a new
strategic framework that may extend beyond Kautilya's insights. The unique
characteristics of the digital age necessitate innovative approaches while

considering historical wisdom.

7.5 Summarising the Hypothesis

Towards  summarising  the  hypothesis, it is evident that
Kautilya’s Arthashastra remains a highly relevant resource for contemporary
governance and the achievement of Viksit Bharat 2047. The principles of
pragmatism, economic management, administrative integrity, national security, and
social welfare resonate deeply with the aspirations of a developing nation. While it is
essential to recognize the limitations and contextual differences inherent in Kautilya’s
philosophies, a balanced approach that marries ancient wisdom with modern
democratic ideals can serve to navigate India's ambitious growth trajectory

effectively.

Thus, the hypothesis of Kautilya’s relevance in achieving the objectives
of Viksit Bharat 2047 stands not only proven but essential; incorporating these
teachings into modern governance can provide tactical advantages and a robust

framework for sustainable and inclusive development.
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Chapter 8

Recommendations of Research

8.1 Policy Recommendations

Integrating Ancient Wisdom

The insights derived from Kautilya's Arthashastra offer valuable guidance for
modern governance and public administration. The following recommendations are
advised, emphasizing the incorporation of ancient wisdom into current policy

frameworks:

(a) Promote Resilient Governance Structures

o Recommendation. Establish multi-tiered governance models that are

flexible and adaptive to changing socio-economic conditions. This
could include the strengthening of Panchayati Raj institutions to ensure

local self-governance.

Rationale. Kautilya emphasized the importance of local governance in
fostering economic prosperity and ensuring citizen participation. The
decentralization of power allows for tailored solutions that address local

issues effectively.

Emphasize Economic Diplomacy and International Relations

o Recommendation. Foster economic diplomacy as a cornerstone of

foreign policy to build alliances that enhance trade, investment, and

technology transfer.
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Rationale. Kautilya advocated for a strategic approach to international

relations, focusing on alliances to ensure state security and wealth. Current

geopolitics necessitates a diplomatic strategy that enhances India’s

position in a multipolar world.

(b) Enhance Agricultural and Rural Development Strategies

o

(©)

Recommendation. Adopt integrated agricultural policies that promote

sustainability and resource management while supporting smallholder
farmers through access to technology, credit, and markets.

Rationale. Reflecting Kautilya's principles of resource sustainability,
this approach would ensure food security, improve rural livelihoods,

and facilitate equitable economic growth.

Invest in Human Capital Development

Recommendation. Revamp the education and vocational training

sectors to focus on aligning skills with market demand, promoting a

culture of lifelong learning and adaptability.

Rationale. Education is crucial for economic empowerment, as
emphasized in Arthashastra. A skilled workforce can drive innovation
and economic growth, vital for India’s development in a rapidly

changing global economy.
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(d) Implement Strengthened Anti-Corruption Measures.

o Recommendation. Establish robust mechanisms for transparency,

accountability, and integrity in public office, including the use of

technology and data analytics to reduce  corruption.

o Rationale. Kautilya recognized corruption as a primary danger to state

stability. Implementing strong governance frameworks can restore

public trust and ensure efficient resource allocation.

(e) Eoster Technological Innovation and Entrepreneurship

o Recommendation Support startup ecosystems through funding,

incubation, and access to technology, encouraging innovation as a

means of driving economic growth and job creation.

o Rationale. Kautilya posited that knowledge and innovation are
foundational for state power. In the current economy, this is essential

for maintaining competitive advantage globally.

8.2 Implementation Strategies

Practical Steps Forward

To effectively integrate Kautilya's teachings into the contemporary
governance framework, the following concrete measures will facilitate a

successful implementation:

(a) Establish Kautilya Training Programs for Policymakers
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o Action. Develop training modules for government officials and
policymakers that delve into Kautilya’s Arthashastra, focusing on its

principles of governance, statecraft, and economics.

o Outcome. This would promote a deeper understanding of ancient

wisdom and enhance decision-making capabilities at all levels of

governance.

(b) Launch Pilot Programs for Local Governance

o Action. Initiate pilot projects in selected localities to test decentralized
governance models, including participatory budgeting and community-

driven initiatives.

Outcome. Successful pilots could be scaled up to demonstrate efficacy

and improve citizen engagement in governance processes.

(c) Form Strategic Economic Advisory Councils

o Action. Set up councils comprising economists, technocrats, and local
business leaders to advise the government on economic policies based
on Kautilyan principles.

o Outcome. This would create a nexus between academic research,
practical insights, and government policy, ensuring well-rounded

decision-making.
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(d) Promote Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

o

o

Action. Encourage PPPs in essential sectors such as infrastructure
development, healthcare, and education to leverage private sector

efficiency and innovation.

Outcome. This approach aligns with Kautilya’s focus on resource

maximization and strategic partnerships to enhance public welfare.

(e) Implement E-Governance Initiatives Across States

@)

@)

Action. Roll out comprehensive e-Governance frameworks across state
governments to ensure transparency and accountability in service

delivery.

Outcome. By automating processes and utilizing technology for
interaction with citizens, the government can significantly reduce

corruption and improve efficiency.

(H Encourage Research and Development in Traditional Knowledge

o

Action. Set up national centers for research that promote studies in

indigenous knowledge systems and their contemporary applications.
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o Outcome. This would not only preserve cultural heritage but also drive
innovation in sustainable practices, embodying Kautilya's focus on

leveraging local wisdom.

(9) Monitor and Evaluate Policy Impact Using Data Analytics

o Action. Implement data collection and analysis systems to monitor
policy performance and citizen satisfaction continuously.

o Outcome. Using empirical data aligns with Kautilya’s emphasis on
informed decision-making and will facilitate timely adjustments to

policies and programs for optimum impact.

As India seeks to become a developed nation by the year 2047, targeted
measures in education and economic sectors are imperative for fostering growth and
innovation. This chapter elaborates on suggested measures for educational reforms
and economic empowerment rooted in the insights derived from

Kautilya's Arthashastra.

8.3 Educational Reforms

Lifelong Learning and SKills Development

To achieve a developed Bharat, the education system must evolve into a
dynamic entity that promotes lifelong learning and skill acquisition at every

stage of life. Here are several proposed frameworks.

(a) Integrated Lifelong Learning Systems.
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o

Proposal. Develop a robust lifelong learning framework that includes
flexible educational pathways that enable individuals to pursue
education from various points throughout their lives—starting from
formal education to adult education and professional development
Courses.

Implementation Detail. Create national learning portals equipped with

a vast range of online courses, certifications, and workshops accessible
to everyone, particularly targeting rural and underserved populations.
Collaborations with NGOs can facilitate community-based learning
initiatives.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya's emphasis on

knowledge as a critical asset underscores the importance of lifelong
learning in enhancing individual capabilities and driving national
progress. This model fosters adaptability, crucial for navigating the

complexities of modern jobs.

(b) Competency-Based Education.

o

Proposal. Shift towards a competency-based education model that
focuses on imparting specific skills and knowledge essential for
various professions rather than relying solely on traditional
examination-driven assessments.

Implementation Detail. Develop partnerships with leading industries

and local businesses to identify crucial competencies in demand. Train

educators to implement this approach effectively, utilizing innovative
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assessment methods such as project-based assessments and real-world
problem-solving tasks.

o Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. This initiative mirrors Kautilya’s

philosophy of ensuring that education serves the nation’s economic
needs and prepares citizens equipped with practical skills vital for

national reconstruction and development.

(c) Emphasis on Technical and Vocational Education and Training

(TVET).

o Proposal. Expand TVET programs to create a skilled workforce
capable of addressing industry demands, particularly in fast-growing
sectors like manufacturing, services, and technology.

o Implementation Detail. Introduce a nationwide network of technical

schools and vocational training institutes that offer hands-on training,
apprenticeships, and collaboration with local industries for job
placements post-training.

o Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya recognized that a robust

economy relies on skilled labor. Therefore, enhancing TVET
contributes to building a workforce prepared to meet contemporary

challenges, driving economic growth and stability.

(d) Digital Learning Platforms.

o Proposal. Invest in digital infrastructure to facilitate the creation of
hybrid learning environments that combine traditional and online

education.
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o

(€)

Implementation Detail. Partner with technology companies to develop

user-friendly e-learning applications with resources that range from
basic literacy to advanced research topics, ensuring all-age
accessibility. Additionally, consider offline storage solutions for rural
areas with limited internet access.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya emphasized the

dissemination of knowledge, making quality education accessible to all
a priority. Investing in technology-driven platforms aligns with this

goal, breaking geographical barriers and enhancing educational access.

Promote Interdisciplinary Learning

Proposal. Create curricula that encourage interdisciplinary studies,
blending areas such as science, technology, humanities, and arts to
foster innovative thinking.

Implementation Detail. Introduce courses that encompass multiple

disciplines, such as data science and ethics or environmental science
and economics. Encourage project-based learning that drives
collaboration among departments in educational institutions.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya’s vision of a

knowledgeable ruler suggests the need for comprehensive knowledge
across fields. Interdisciplinary curricula will prepare students to think
critically about complex problems, fostering innovation and

adaptability.
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8.4 Economic Empowerment

Encouraging Entrepreneurship.

Kautilya's insights into economics provide a robust framework for
nurturing entrepreneurship as a pathway toward economic empowerment. The
following policies and programs aim to facilitate an entrepreneurial

ecosystem.

(a) Startup Incubation Centers.

o Proposal. Establish government-supported incubation centers to
provide startups with resources necessary to nurture their business
ideas into successful ventures.

o Implementation Detail. Each center would offer financing support,

business planning services, mentorship programs, networking
opportunities, and access to shared resources such as office space and
technological tools. Additionally, the centers should focus on
industries relevant to the local economy.

o Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya believed that strength

lies in strategic partnerships and resource optimization. Creating
incubation centers embodies this approach by providing new

businesses  with the tools they need to  thrive.

(b) Access to Finance for Entrepreneurs.

o Proposal. Improve access to financial resources for startups through
tailored funding programs that cater to their specific needs and

business stages.
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o

Implementation Detail. Work with banks and financial institutions to

customize loan products for startups that offer lower interest rates,
deferred repayments, and equity financing options. Furthermore, create
a platform for crowdfunding to aid innovative projects struggling to
secure traditional financing.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya recognized the

importance of financial resources in achieving economic fortitude. By
facilitating access to funding, this initiative nurtures innovation and

entrepreneurial growth.

(c) SKkill Development Programs for Entrepreneurs.

@)

Proposal. Implement targeted training programs focused on
entrepreneurship, covering subjects such as business planning,
financial management, marketing, and leadership skills.

Implementation Detail. Collaborate with successful entrepreneurs and

local business owners to deliver workshops, seminars, and mentoring
programs in educational institutions, fostering a culture of
entrepreneurship from an early age.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya emphasized the

importance of skilled resources for economic development. Providing
entrepreneurs with critical skills supports their journey and strengthens

the overall economy.
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(d) Promote Women Entrepreneurship.

o

(€)

Proposal. Actively encourage women entrepreneurship through
dedicated programs that address barriers faced by women in starting
and running businesses.

Implementation Detail. Launch networking events, mentorship

programs  connecting successful women entrepreneurs  with
newcomers, and access to micro-financing options aimed at women’s
enterprises. Work to remove legal and cultural hurdles that hinder
women from commencing business ventures.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya advocated for inclusive

resource management for effective wealth generation. Empowering
women to contribute economically supports national growth and

enriches the economic fabric of the nation.

Innovation and Research Grants.

Proposal. Allocate government funding for research and development
initiatives aimed at fostering innovation across different sectors,
particularly in technology and social enterprise.

Implementation Detail. Establish a clear application process for grants

that encourages collaboration among startups, industries, and research
institutions. Create a competitive funding environment that rewards
projects with high potential for impact and sustainability.

Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya valued research and

strategic insight in governance and economic policy. Supporting

innovation through grants ensures the continual advancement of
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knowledge and practical solutions to societal challenges.

(F) Public Procurement Policies Supporting Local Startups.

o Proposal. Implement preferential procurement policies that prioritize
local startups and small businesses when awarding government
contracts.

o Implementation Detail. Develop an open and transparent procurement

system that educates local businesses on how to navigate the bidding
process effectively. Reassess current procurement frameworks to
facilitate easier access for startups.

o Alignment with Kautilyan Principles. Kautilya’s strategic mindset

included optimizing local resources for governance. By fostering local
economic growth through public procurement, this initiative enhances

the developmental capacity of the local economy.
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Chapter 9

Suggested measures for accelerating India’s
Development goals of Viksit Bharat 2047

1. Based on the various aspects, facts and findings that emerged over the past chapters it
was considered that certain implementation measures also be identified apart from the
recommendations that has been earlier discussed. The following are certain suggested
measures for accelerating India’s Development goals of Viksit Bharat 2047. These
measures are in no way complete and comprehensive but would broadly provide the

pathway and framework towards the long road.

(a) Strengthening Institutional Frameworks.

(i) Improved Governance Standards.

o Outcome. A strong institutional framework will encourage
accountability among public officials and promote transparency in
decision-making. With resilient institutions, governance can better
withstand political pressures, leading to a more stable environment for

everyone.

o Impact on Society. Citizens will start to see the government as a

trustworthy partner, which can boost civic engagement and foster

greater trust in public institutions.

(b) Tax Reforms for Economic Equity

(i) Enhanced Economic Participation.
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o

Qutcome. A fairer and simpler tax system will make it easier for
everyone to comply, increasing revenue for essential public services
without placing an extra burden on low-income households. By

reducing tax evasion, the government’s financial health can improve.

Impact on_Society. As the tax burden lightens for those who are

struggling, families will have more disposable income, leading to
increased spending and supporting local economies. This will help

create a more inclusive path for growth.

(c) Promoting Entrepreneurship and Local Industries

(i) Local Job Creation.

o

Outcome. By supporting local entrepreneurs, we can create a variety
of jobs across different sectors. This boost in entrepreneurship will
make the labor market more dynamic, helping to lower unemployment

and underemployment rates.

Impact on_Society. The growth of local industries will empower

communities, offering better opportunities for social mobility and
sustainability. An entrepreneurial spirit can also spark innovation and

self-reliance.

(d) Enhancing Public Sector Efficiency and Accountability

(1) Increased Citizen Satisfaction.
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o

Outcome. By digitizing services and improving responsiveness, the
public sector can become more efficient, leading to shorter waiting
times for services and quicker resolutions of issues. Online platforms

can simplify interactions between the government and citizens.

Impact _on_Society. As satisfaction levels rise, more people will

engage in governance processes, enhancing democratic participation

and accountability in decision-making.

(e) Fostering Social Welfare Initiatives

(i) Reduction in Poverty Levels.

o

Qutcome. Comprehensive social welfare programs can lead to real
decreases in poverty and inequality. With better access to jobs and
essential services, vulnerable groups will gain more resources for

upward mobility.

Impact on_Society. Improved living standards can lead to healthier

communities, easing the burden on public health systems and
increasing productivity as more citizens can contribute meaningfully to

the economy.

(fH Bolstering National Security

(1) Enhanced Defence Capabilities.
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o Outcome. Investing in modernizing our defence will ensure that India
is better prepared to handle both internal and external threats. A strong

defence can deter aggression and stabilize regional security.

o Impact on_Society. When people feel safe and secure, it creates a

positive environment for investment and economic growth. Citizens
will feel more at ease in their homes and communities, fostering social

cohesion.

(9) Promoting Ethical Leadership

(i) Cultural Shift Towards Integrity.

o Qutcome. As ethical leadership becomes the norm, a culture of
integrity will take root in public service, reducing corruption and

encouraging officials to act in the best interests of the public.

o Impact on Society. This shift will build greater public trust in leaders

and institutions, encouraging collaborative governance and increased

citizen engagement in policymaking.

(h) Encouraging Research and Innovation

(i) Economic Competitiveness.

o Outcome. A thriving research environment will position India as a
global leader in innovation across various sectors, from technology to
healthcare. Stronger collaborations between academia and industry can

speed up the commercialization of research.
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o Impact on Society. The innovations that emerge can enhance quality

of life, create new products and jobs, and significantly bolster

economic resilience in a rapidly changing world.

(i) Addressing Environmental Sustainability

(i) _Long-Term Environmental Health.

o Outcome. Initiatives that promote sustainable practices will lead to
healthier ecosystems by reducing pollution and preserving biodiversity.
Shifting to renewable energy sources will lessen our dependence on

fossil fuels and cut carbon emissions.

o Impact on Society. A healthier environment will improve citizens’

quality of life, lower healthcare costs related to pollution, and create a

more sustainable living space for future generations.

(1) Integration of Technological Advancements

(i) Innovation in Service Delivery.

o Outcome. Utilizing technology in governance will lead to more
responsive and efficient public services. Data analytics can enhance
policy planning and implementation by offering insights into the needs

and preferences of citizens.

o Impact on_Society. Improved access to services will benefit

marginalized communities, boosting their participation in the economy

and society, and helping to bridge existing divides.
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Overall Impact of Expected Outcomes

2. The combined effect of these initiatives creates a positive cycle that sets India
on a path toward sustainable development. As economic disparities shrink and
governance improves, citizens will be more motivated to engage in democratic
processes. When people see tangible benefits from their government, social cohesion

strengthens, paving the way for collective efforts toward national growth.

Additionally, these outcomes can elevate India’s standing on the global stage,
showcasing a governance model that successfully blends traditional wisdom with
modern practices. With a foundation built on ethical leadership, strong institutions,
and innovative solutions, India can inspire other nations and become a beacon of

development in the 21st century.

As we move closer to Viksit Bharat 2047, these expected outcomes can serve as
benchmarks for measuring progress, allowing us to adapt strategies and policies in
response to evolving needs and challenges. Ultimately, achieving these goals will
profoundly reshape India’s socio-economic landscape, guiding us toward a prosperous

and equitable future.
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Chapter 10

Conclusion

In considering the incorporation of Kautilya’s teachings into modern
governance and development, several long-term implications emerge, signaling a

transformative approach for India.

(a) Holistic Development Approaches.

(i) By embracing Kautilyan principles, policy design can achieve
a balanced approach that interlinks economic growth, social equity,
and environmental sustainability. Governance becomes more multi-
dimensional, allowing for strategies that simultaneously address
multiple societal challenges.

(i) Strategic Focus. Policymakers could consider programs that tackle

industrial growth while simultaneously investing in renewable energy
and green technologies, ensuring an environmental legacy while
fostering economic stability.

(b) Empowerment and Autonomy.

(i) The adoption of Kautilyan principles fosters greater community
engagement and empowerment that aligns with decentralized
governance. Citizens gain more authority to influence policies that
affect their lives, which is fundamental for democracy.

(i) Implementation Recommendation. Encourage the establishment of

local councils that provide platforms for citizen involvement in
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decision-making processes, ensuring that diverse voices contribute to
governance and economic planning.

(c) International Relations and Diplomacy.

(i) Kautilya’s insights on diplomacy emphasize the necessity for
pragmatism and strategic alliances. His advice leads to a robust foreign
policy framework that balances national interests with collaboration.

(i) Implementation Recommendation. Develop foreign relations that

focus on mutual benefit, using Kautilya’s strategic alignment
philosophy to foster relations with neighboring countries and regional
powers, promoting trade agreements that enhance economic ties.

(d) Adaptation to Global Changes.

(i) With the world confronting challenges such as climate change and
globalization, Kautilyan strategies promote adaptability in
governance. This adaptability is crucial for resilience in an ever-
evolving global landscape.

(i) Strategic Focus. Establish forward-thinking policies that prioritize

innovative technologies for sustainable practices, aligning with global
climate initiatives while ensuring economic resilience.

(e) Cultural Revitalization.

(i) Reviving Kautilyan teachings encourages a reaffirmation of Indian
heritage and identity in governance while fostering innovation in
solving contemporary issues. This dual focus can create a narrative that
celebrates India’s historical wisdom and integrates it into modern

policy development.
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(i) Implementation Recommendation. Promote cultural education

initiatives that incorporate the teachings of Kautilya into school
curricula, fostering a sense of pride in India’s rich philosophical
heritage and encouraging young leaders to draw inspiration from their

lineage.

The conclusions and reflections discussed in this chapter are strengthened by
diverse scholarly perspectives that examine the relevance of Kautilya’s teachings

today.

(@ Jha, V. (2014). "The Legacy of Kautilya: Governance and
Economic Interests in Ancient India™ - A detailed examination of
Kautilya's work and its lasting influence on political thought, offering

insights into ancient governance structures.

(b) Kumar, C. (2021). "Kautilya’s Arthashastra: Lessons for Modern
India™ - This book interprets Kautilya’s principles in the context of
current governance challenges and provides recommendations for their

application in a 21st-century India.

(c) Sharma, R. (2019). ""Women Empowerment Through Kautilyan
Economics™ - Analyzes how Kautilya's perspectives on women's roles
within the economy can inspire modern policies geared towards gender

equity.

(d) Gupta, M. (2020). *"Strategic Leadership Inspired by Ancient
Indian Wisdom™ - Explores ethical leadership models based on
Kautilya’s teachings and their application in contemporary governance

scenarios.
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(e) Rao, A. (2022). ""Revisiting Kautilya in the Age of Globalization™ -
A scholarly discussion on Kautilya’s principles in the context of

globalization, highlighting their relevance for strategic policymaking.

(F) Saha, D. (2021). ""Sustaining Development: Kautilya’s Insights into
Modern Economic Policies™ - Offers a contemporary perspective on
how Kautilya’s economic strategies can inform effective policymaking

for sustainable and inclusive economic growth.

Reflecting on the teachings of Kautilya alongside modern governance
perspectives reveals a timeless reservoir of wisdom capable of guiding India's journey
towards becoming a developed nation by 2047. By actively embracing these
principles, India can institute a framework that fosters resilience, innovation, and
inclusivity—ultimately creating a sustainable future that honors both its rich heritage

and forward-looking aspirations.
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